
 

Senate Meeting #9 
 

Meeting Date: October 24th, 2017 Meeting Time: 5:40 P.M. - 8:09 P.M. 

Location: USG Conference Room Note Taker: Andrea Valverde 

 
 

Attendees: 

Isabel Arias | President Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 

Andrea Valverde | Executive Secretary Ehtasham Bhatti | Executive Treasurer 

Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 

Arvis Chen | Chair of Clubs & Organizations David Barros | Chair of Finance 

Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing Rachel Liang | Chair of Graphic Design 

Suzanna Egan | Chair of Appeals [ABSENT] Arseny Averyanov | Representative Senator 

Brandon Paillere | Representative Senator Brian Ronquillo | Representative Senator 

Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator Josue Mendez | Representative Senator 

Lin Lin | Representative Senator  Michael Cherry | Representative Senator 

Molly Bhuiyan | Representative Senator Tarak Chowdhury | Representative Senator 

Zakari Abubakar | Representative Senator  

 
*Meeting begins at 5:40 P.M.* 

PASSING OF THE MINUTES 

 
Minutes #8: Motion Passes 18-0-0. 



REPORTS 

 
 

I.  David Barros | Chair of Finance 
A. As discussed last week, we had an issue with passing Roller Hockey Club’s budget, they will be 

presenting now. 
1. President of Roller Hockey Club: Club has been in existence for over 5 years now, goal 

is to spread of roller hockey with students who have played and those who haven’t. 
Off-campus competitive team that play 6 tournaments. On campus events: how to join the 
club, how to play, tournament strategies/game plan, hockey nights with Hillel club 3 
times a year. Budget Overview: League fees - $4,000, practices - $900, pucks - $100, 
food & beverage - $200, Co-sponsorship - $200, anyone is allowed to come to our 
practices, there are outsides expenses that students cover (equipment and transportation). 

a) Zakari: Attendance for GIM? 
b) President of Roller Hockey Club: 15-20 students, we put flyers all over 

campus, we’ve tried to recruit on Facebook as well. Freshman orientation, 2 
tabling events so far, we try to recruit as much as possible and get new kids in. 

c) Molly: Min / max number of students in your team to be in league 
d) Roller Hockey Club Representative: As many as the bench holds, there’s no 

cap. 
e) Molly: On the rink, how many can play? 
f) Roller Hockey Club Representative: 4 + the goalie = 5 players. Not the same 

players playing the whole time, so everyone will play. 
g) Suleman: Do you market your practices? 
h) President of Roller Hockey Club: We haven’t had any yet, closest rink to here 

is Long Island, Brooklyn is fully booked already for the next few months. 
i) Derny: Your club has been in existence for 5 years? 
j) President of Roller Hockey Club: Yes. 
k) Derny: Since you’re trying to increase number of students every year as part of 

your club, what’ the percentage increase been so far? 
l) President of Roller Hockey Club: We keep getting more and more kids every 

year. When we first started, they had about 10 guys in their team, now we have 
15 guys at our meetings, 15 guys in the team right now, 70 - 80 kids in our email 
list that are active in the club. 

m) Arvis: Accomplishments over the last 5 years? 
n) President of Roller Hockey Club: Won the championship our first year. We 

haven’t made the playoffs yet but it’s also because we’ve been limited in terms 
of practices. 

o) Arvis: What have you been doing to accommodate lack of funds? 
p) President of Roller Hockey Club: We haven’t practiced at all, everyone has 

practiced on their own. We had our first 3 games. I want to stress that our club is 
a special situation, there are cultural clubs and professional (business clubs), for 
a lot of us, for me mostly this club gives us the opportunity to play something 
we enjoy.  

q) Isabel: As a Baruch student, how much does roller hockey cost? 



r) President of Roller Hockey Club: Depends, it varies a lot, ranges from $150 - 
$800. 

s) Erica: How many events have you held this semester or in previous semesters? 
t) President of Roller Hockey Club: So far, this semester we just had our GIM. 

We just introduced students to our club, everyone filled out the waivers at that 
meeting because there’s a process with OSL. 

u) Derny: 90% of you budget is for off-campus, what’s one good reason why we 
should fund this? 

v) President of Roller Hockey Club: We’re the only athletic club that competes 
off-campus, we represent the Baruch name on a large scale, we’re not doing it to 
just play but to represent Baruch. 

w) Brandon: How many people filled out that waiver? 
x) President of Roller Hockey Club: 12 at the meeting, 15 all together. Our 

numbers is just what happens, we never reject any kids! Any kids can come and 
join.  

y) Hamed: The $4,000 covers for any amount of players? 
z) President of Roller Hockey Club: Yes. 
aa) Zakari: You said, 70-80 in your mailing list are active, what do you define as 

active? 
bb) President of Roller Hockey Club: They come to our meetings. 
cc) Damali: The league that you’re playing is it against other collegiate teams? 
dd) President of Roller Hockey Club: Yes. 
ee) Damali: If I’m sitting on BOD and my impression is that the school is funding 

10-15 friends to go play on the league, how would you convince you should be 
given these funds? 

ff) Roller Hockey Club Representative: It helped me develop leadership skills. 
gg) Roller Hockey Club Representative: I’m a first year freshman, I’ve played 

hockey all of my life, there wasn’t any set sports here at Baruch, my roommate 
plays for track and tennis, but roller hockey I’ve played it my whole life, our few 
practices and events I’ve learned so much knowledge. 

hh) Damali: How’d you find out about roller hockey? 
ii) Roller Hockey Club Representative: Flyers in the hallway. 
jj) Tarak: They’re letting any students come in and take participation. Just because 

they don’t have more than 15 people interested in playing doesn’t mean we 
should not give them the funds. 

kk) Roller Hockey Club Representative: Recruiting season never ends, we 
welcome students all throughout the year. 

ll) Zakari: You’re constantly recruiting, but you don’t have funds to practice, how 
do you train? 

mm) Roller Hockey Club Representative: We offer other areas where they can 
help, for example marketing. They could get involved with our other practices 
off campus. 

nn) Roller Hockey Club Representative: We also have internship opportunities, 
our former President did journalist work for the club, there are other areas of 
interest. 

oo) Lin: A lot of people we’re talking about should we give them budget or not? 
BOD didn’t even give them a chance to talk, I know you guys are from club life, 
there’s new e-board every year and they came into it getting hit with no budget. 



I feel this semester we should give them the budget and decide next semester 
whether or not they're worthy of the budget to continue. 

pp) David: What we can do after this, budget proposed has to be reallocated to be 
presented to BOD. We’ve already talked about and settled out to decrease 
co-sponsorships. 

qq) Molly: So BOD rejected it, how do we present it in a way that helps them pass 
it? What I got from this is that they are active, and accepting everyone how do 
we help them convince BOD? 

rr) Isabel: If you guys are available on the date of BOD Meeting club hours Nov 9th 
and present your own testimony that would help suede the decision. 

ss) Andrea Soto: At the BOD meeting it was very unclear how you guys operated, 
we didn’t have all the information, seeing this now this could help your case. 

tt) David: Motion to reallocate the Roller Hockey Club’s co-sponsorship line from 
$200 to $150. 

(1) Motion Passes: 17-0-1. 
 

II.  Suzanna Egan | Chair of Appeals 
A. Motion to allocate Student Veteran Association under their program line “Off-Campus”, for a total 

of $1,050. 
1. Club Representative: 10th annual student veterans national conference, 3-day event with 

lots of networking events. Resources for these students and how to transition from 
veterans to school and then from school to the workforce, it really aligns with our core 
values. Some of our budget has been already allocated to do follow ups and essentially 
bring the information back on campus. Will be open to everyone and we’ll make sure to 
teach things that are relevant. Great networking opportunity, major players of big 
companies who are looking for students. We are sending people who are very active in 
the club and sending the board, during the GIM we asked who would want to go and 
because our attendance is a little low (20 active students) they want to do on campus 
events so, therefore, we’re sending people who have the time and want to go which is 
e-board. Anyone could’ve gone but it just so happened that there are 2 board members 
and two non-board members. It happens in San Antonio Texas. 

2. Derny: Are you happy with this? 
3. Club Representative: We are appealing for the bare minimum, in the future we are 

hoping to expand but we want to prove ourselves first. 
4. Motion Passes: 18-0-0. 

B. Motion to allocate The Grid under their program line “Rock/Scissors Tournament”, for a total of 
$415. 

1. Anthony: Once every semester The Grid holds this tournament, we have a grand prize. 
We do this during a time of midterms as a de-stressing event, we want people to relax and 
forget other worries. 

2. Isabel: How many winners? 
3. Anthony: Top 3. 
4. Brandon: You cool with the allocation? 
5. Anthony: 1st place: $50, 2nd place: $20, 3rd place: $10. 
6. Motion Passes: 18-0-0. 

C. Motion to allocate Women in Business under their program line “Program/Events”, for a total of 
$1,050. 



1. Club Treasurer: We’re asking for $450 for 6 events, this will cover member 
development events meant for all Baruch students, also professional events in which we 
have professionals come in and develop our members, WIB Fridays we give a platform to 
our students and have them discuss a topic they’re passionate about, and our STRIVE 
Launch Party: is of our semester magazine. 

2. Motion Passes: 18-0-0. 
D. Motion to allocate Thespian Club under their program line “Showcase”, for a total of $2,205. 

1. Club Representative: In the past, Thespian Club has put together showcase events, we 
wanted to do student run shows and make theatre more accessible for all students. 

2. Isabel: How many students in the show? 
3. Club Representative: 6 in the show, about 20 in total for design and other things. 
4. Derny: Have you had any collaboration with any other clubs? 
5. Club Representative: No, but everyone is welcomed to come and watch. Musical- Next 

to Normal. 
6. Lin: How is the event different from last year because last year you had less money? 
7. Club Representative: Last year it was just songs on a bare stage. This year it’ll be a full 

production with all equipment. 
8. Lin: For 5 days? 
9. Club Representative: Yes, 5 performances over 5 days. No ticket sales, open to 

everyone. 
10. Motion Passes: 18-0-0. 

E. Motion to allocate  Intervarsity Christian Fellowship under their program line “Feed 5000”, for a 
total of $1,840. 

1. Motion passes 12-0-5. *Frances walked out 6:38* 
F. Motion to allocate  Intervarsity Christian Fellowship under their program line “GIM”, for a total of 

$1,073. 
1. Motion passes: 14-0-4. 

G. Motion to allocate  BSA under their program line “Mock Wedding”, for a total of $2,250. 
1. Club Representative: Cultural and professional club, mock wedding is part of our 

cultural aspect. 
2. Erica: What the contractual line? 
3. Club Representative: We are getting a vendor for décor which is our biggest attraction, 

and a DJ. 
4. Motion Passes: 15-0-2. 

H. Motion to allocate Hillel under their program line “Pre-Professional”, for a total of $275. 
1. Isabel: Don’t they have a private account that they could take out from? 
2. Suzanna: I don’t take that into consideration. 
3. Molly: For all Baruch students? 
4. Suzanna: Yes, professional event. 
5. Hamed: Asking Isabel why she brought that up? 
6. Isabel: I just know they have private funds from where they get money for their events. 

Why give them the money if they have the money? 
7. Suleman: Private funds are for private events because they are sometimes only for club 

members. But these events are for all Baruch students it should be from student activity 
fee. 

8. Savanna: Private accounts are their little pot of gold, they worked for it anyway. 
9. Motion Passes: 17-1-0. 

I. Motion to allocate Blue Notes under their program line “Fall Showcase”, for a total of $520. 



1. Motion Passes: 18-0-0. 
 
III. Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs 

A. Recap of Homecoming: Tuesday I wasn’t a big fan of it, Thursday the game went well everyone 
enjoyed it, not a great turn out so we still have a lot of giveaways. Thursday evening went great. 
For spirit week overall not everyone knew, the game could be a tradition. 

 
IV. Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

A. Lip sync battle, Nov 16th 6-9pm MPR! We can have a USG team but we can’t win, I think it’ll be 
nice to be a part of it, if anyone is interested I’ll forward you the form to sign up. I want the table 
to encourage club life to be involved, please tell your clubs! 

1. Molly: If I perform with a team that’s not USG, will they not be able to win? 
2. Erica: Don’t complicate it, would prefer if no table member was in another club’s team. 

Deadline to sign up for club life is next Thursday, Nov 2nd (5 members per team). 
3. Ehtasham: What’s the grand prize. 
4. Erica: It’s a bundle, co-sponsorship, professionally printed banner or food upgrade for 

their next event and a trophy. 
5. Nicole: For marketing we’re trying to do a cute video, who wants to sign up for the 

video? Lmk. 
6. Brian: How do the judges rate the performances? 
7. Erica: There will be a rubric based on creativity, lipsync ability, choreography, could 

send it out to everyone. 
8. Arvis: Grand prizes are subject to change, if you have any other ideas please let us know. 

B. Finals weeks event; Dec 14 - 20th. I want to go all out for finals week. People will be really 
stressed. Will send out form after this meeting, please throw in all your ideas there. Really hard to 
be a student at Baruch and not be able to de-stress. 

C. Student service committee meeting tomorrow 6-7 pm right after philanthropy committee meeting 
(4-6 pm) here in the conference room. 

 
V.  Brandon Paillere | Representative Senator 

A. Arts Committee update: we’ve already had 2 meetings. Our goal is to be a hands-on education and 
expression of arts on campus. Vice chair: Karen Lopez and Joshua Castillo. Medium directions 
broken into different departments, kind of committee leads they have sub groups. Every single 
department has requirements. They will take care of leading a professional event within each 
department. Fashion has no requirement but they are in the works and we are working with them. 
Music, performing arts, fine and visual arts, film & photography. Current projects: Rolling board 
features, music workshop, open mic, film workshops, meeting with faculty and clubs, working 
with Erica’s committee to do finals de-stress week. All projects to be done by December. Idea: 
Refinery29 rooms, they’re like art exhibitions. 

1. Frances: Winter Wonderland, we wanted to have a very performance based event. 
2. Brandon: I can help you with that or we can hire ballerinas. 

 
VI.   Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs 

A. Debate happening this Thursday 2-125 6-9 P.M., democrats vs republicans they will talk about 
local issues for the upcoming elections. If anyone is interested in volunteering and helping out also 
attending the event please do. 



B. Voter Registration club competition, reaching out to clubs and making sure they are all working to 
get out to vote. Prize of $150, but we will split it up into big clubs, medium clubs and small clubs 
so everyone has a fair shot. 

C. Nov 30th, we have a mental health seminar that we are trying to do. Location: TV Room, we are 
trying to make it look really cool and hopefully people will go. 

D. Introduces Jasper to speak about BOT meeting. 
1. Jasper: Won’t talk so much about BOT Meeting, wanted to propose two resolutions. 1st 

resolution-Student activity fee calling for student representation, a task force with 
representatives appointed by the USS chair, other school do this. Once the email servers 
are up I’ll type up this report and send it by email. 

2. Isabel: We’re voting on backing the resolution? 
3. Daniel: 1st resolution asking BOT for a student activity fee task force, student reps and 

other people in CUNY schools, this is CUNY wide initiative. 
4. Damali: How many of you understand how the student activity fee is broke down? 

Baruch is different because specific amount is given to departments, we have earmarked 
portions a lot of other CUNYs have different ways. Task force is a good idea, because 
you don’t want BOT who don’t encounter student activity fees everyday and don’t know 
what it’s like. 

5. Jasper: In addition, important to have student representative because this is student 
money, students should have say in how their money is going to be spent. 

6. Erica: Task force is a cuny wide thing? So what are we doing? 
7. Jasper: We would be enforcing it, BOT didn’t include this in their meeting last time. 
8. Brandon: So this ensures it’ll be passed? 
9. Jasper: Resolution is simply an enforcement, and will ensure that it’s pushed forward. 
10. Isabel: What are the odds of it being presented to the BOT and they actually adopt the 

task force? 
11. Jasper: BOT yesterday voted on a task force, they didn’t get the full picture so they only 

mentioned it’d be a task force appointed by the chair and didn’t state how many 
representatives. So they said they would modify it, we want this changes incorporated. 

12. Daniel: Because John sits in the BOT this resolution will be presented. 
13. Isabel: So we’re voting on backing a resolution to further define what they meant by that 

task force. Why does it need to go to the BOT if they’ve already appointed the chair? 
14. Jasper: Description of that task force they voted on was watered down. We want this 

specific point to be stated. Trustees didn’t amend it yesterday. We want to ensure all the 
stakeholders are included. Resolution is a modified version. 

15. Derny: All in favor of backing? Motion passes 16-0-2. 
16. Jasper: 2nd Resolution- Fossil Fuel Divestment  USG Resolution. 
17. Derny: What’s the actionable plan that will happen? 
18. Jasper: Symbolic enforcement, which will be sent to BOT calling on board to take this 

position, to invest in carbon renewables. 
19. Derny: All in support of second resolution. Motion Passes: 15-0-2. 

VII. Ehtasham Bhatti | Treasurer 
A. Came into USG with high hopes, unfortunately due to other responsibilities and keeping up with 

commitments, I’ve decide that USG should have a better treasurer and I will resign with my last 
day being November 9th . 

1. Derny: Seeing that we are going to have a new treasurer, will you be around to train? 
2. Ehtasham: Of course. 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
 

I. Brian Ronquillo | USG Retreat 
A. Form is up live for our USG retreat , it’s on our FB group page please let other USG members 

know.  Deadline to sign up is week. 
1. Erica: Is there priority to the table? 
2. Brian: It depends because there are different portions, so once I get a number I can tell 

you what the priority will be. 
3. Isabel: USG group doesn’t include committee members so is it open to them too? 
4. Brian: Yes. 
5. Isabel: I suggest to have it closed to USG members for now. 
6. Brian: Okay. 

 
II. Arvis Chen | Club Events 

A. Pie the President during Pink & Denim Day October 26th. Derny has volunteered to be pied! $3 
per face, 2 faces  for $5. 

B. Absolute Adrenaline, paintball getaway, they have opened up two seats for USG for $40. Date: 
Nov 18th, it’s a day long thing, includes transportation and food. Please, let me know who would 
like to go. Brandon & Molly expressed interest. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

I. Erica Yang | USG E-mail 
A. Because our emails our down, can we compile a list of the emails currently being used? 

1. Damali: Art King has agreed to buy domain with Baruch College’s credit card. 
2. Andrea V: Emails will be up and running within 3 days. 
3. Erica: Never mind about the email list. 

 
II. Nicole Taniguchi | Marketing 

A.  I need a notice very in advance about prizes/giveaways etc. Keep in mind I should know about it 
all not only Rachel. Even if you don’t know what ideas you have, we should sit down and put 
forward every detail. If it doesn’t get sent to us 2 weeks in advance it just won’t get posted. 

 
III. Frances Subervi | Winter Wonderland 

A. Winter Wonderland is coming up; Dec 7th 6-9 P.M., we want ballerinas and lost of nice décor. My 
committee meeting is 7-8 P.M. tomorrow. 

 
IV. Daniel Morote | BOT Meeting 

A.  I want to commend Brandon for going to the BOT meeting and getting kicked out for protesting 
tuition hikes, true fighter. 

 
V. Damali Smith | Strategic Consultant Meetings 



A. I know some of you met with the strategic consultants, we need people who are not club leaders, 
need everyday students. Email me suggesting a student with subject line “Every day student” to 
participate in this. 

1. Isabel: I went to the meeting, surprised they’re not getting a good amount of Zicklin 
students, they’re getting more Weissman and Marxe. Please let us know of the typical 
everyday student and any suggestions you guys have. 

2. Erica: I know there was an idea wall last time. 
3. Isabel: They’re working on that, they are going to do a town hall and have more 

meetings with students. They need more commuter students. 
VI. Isabel Arias | Treasurer Nomination 

A. Following up with our senate chat this morning, since we do have a vacancy starting November 9th 
for Executive Treasurer. E-board is nominating someone to fill the position of treasurer. 

1. As Executive Board, we would like to nominate Suzanna Egan as Treasurer. 
2. Motion to nominate Suzanna as Treasurer. Motion Passes: 14-1-2. 

B. We now have a vacant representative senator position; Chair of Appeals, we could either nominate 
a current representative senator for chair of appeals and have the representative senator application 
be shared to students or bring in someone as representative senator and potentially nominate them 
as chair of appeals. 

1. Tarak: We have Suzanna as Chair of Appeals until the 9th. We can’t get a new Chair of 
Appeals until 9th.  

2. Suleman: (To Suzanna) Is there anyone that is currently involved in your committee that 
would be willing to step up? 

3. Suzanna: Emma Jorgensen, I know she’s not on the table but it would be unfair to not 
give her a chance. 

4. Tarak: That’s why we should let her in as a representative senator first. 
5. Isabel: So we agree on having people apply for representative senator position. What 

would you guys want the form to include? In the past they’ve had resume and questions. 
6. Suzanna: I don’t think a resume is relevant. 
7. Tarak: I don’t think an essay is relevant either, if we’re going to let them all come and 

speak to us. 
8. Damali: In the past, they’ve taken a resume, cover letter, and OSL does GPA and 

background check and everyone who passes that comes and speak. 
9. Brandon: I want to see a resume to see their past experiences. 
10. Lin: Cover letter and resume is necessary because any student will apply if it’s easy, we 

should complicate it. 
11. Frances: Cover letter would be best, it would show why they’re passionate about it and 

cover letter is nothing without resume. 
12. Daniel: Essay is the key point, it shows the passion, people have difficulties writing 

papers and expressing themselves. We will be able to see how much that person invested 
in that paper. 

13. Brian: Would they have to get signatures? 
14. Isabel: No, it’s an in-house election. 
15. Tarak: Why don’t we just have a similar way to how we ran, we sent a paragraph and we 

got background checked. 
16. Damali: I like the statement of candidacy idea, but also resume is important to see what 

they value and who they are as a person. If you’re having them present to you, that’s the 
hard part that would give you a better understanding of who they are 

17. Molly: Giving tham an option of creating a mini video or paragraph plus a resume. 



18. Josue: Are they writing about running for representative senator or chair of appeals? 
19. Isabel: Representative Senator. If we open it tonight then we have to leave it open until 

nov 14th, no chair of appeals for about a week. 
20. Erica: Do we tell people that the chair of appeals position is open? 
21. Isabel: We could let people know, but it’s not given that they’ll get it. 
22. Lin: I would like to take chair of appeals, Emma is more qualified so I would only take it 

if she doesn’t become representative senator. 
23. Damali: That’s a horrible way to go into it, Emma is not a representative senator (no 

offense to Emma) but if you want a position you should go for it. 
24. Nicole: Do you genuinely want to do it? 
25. Lin: Yes. 
26. Isabel: when I ran for in-house election we had to do interview as well, would you guys 

want that as well? 
27. Ryan: I know Nardine did the screening of candidates, I chose not to do it last year 

because I felt it wasn’t my job to screen candidates and see who was good enough, it was 
up to the table. 

28. Lin: I think it depends on the amount of people we get. 
29. Tarak: It’s not fair to have only one person interviewing them, there won’t be that many 

applications. 
30. Isabel: If there were 20 applicants, you guys will have them all come in?…. Yes. We 

agree that we’ll ask for resume and cover letter, it will be open until the November 8th, 
then have them come in on the next meeting for a 60 second speech and Q&A period. 
Then we will go into executive session to decide who they would like. I think we should 
have flyers for that and post around club suite. I want the info out there. 

C. USS alternate position: 9 applicants. In-house election next week. 
1. Erica: Is there a way to read through the applications before hand? 
2. Isabel: I can share the essays with you all. 
3. Brandon: Bring them in next week and then we decide. 
4. Isabel: Will share essays tonight and bring them all in next Tuesday and we’ll ask a 

question and then decide who will be the USS alternate delegate. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
I. Motion to adjourn Senate Meeting #9 at 8:09 P.M by Erica Yang. Motion Passes: 17-0-0. 

 
  
  
  


