
 

Senate Meeting #8 
 

Meeting Date: October 17th, 2017 Meeting Time: 5:30 P.M. - 7:13 P.M. 

Location: USG Conference Room Note Taker: Andrea Valverde 

 
 

Attendees: 

Isabel Arias | President Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 

Andrea Valverde | Executive Secretary Ehtasham Bhatti | Executive Treasurer 

Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 

Arvis Chen | Chair of Clubs & Organizations David Barros | Chair of Finance 

Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing Rachel Liang | Chair of Graphic Design 

Suzanna Egan | Chair of Appeals Arseny Averyanov | Representative Senator 

Brandon Paillere | Representative Senator Brian Ronquillo | Representative Senator 

Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator Josue Mendez | Representative Senator 

Lin Lin | Representative Senator  Michael Cherry | Representative Senator 

Molly Bhuiyan | Representative Senator Tarak Chowdhury | Representative Senator 

Zakari Abubakar | Representative Senator  

 
*Meeting begins at 5:30 P.M.* 

PASSING OF THE MINUTES 

 
Minutes #7: Motion Passes 16-0-1. 



REPORTS 

 
 

I. Isabel Arias | President 
A. USS alternate form officially closes tomorrow, so far we have 6 applicants. 
B. In our last meeting, we had discussed we’ll have a social after next meeting (October 24th). 

 
II. Brian Ronquillo | Representative Senator 

A. Bowling or Rock climbing breakdown of each. 
1. Option 1: Student life team building, activity; bowling at bowlmor times square, 3 hrs of 

bowling and dinner. Lunch would be here at Baruch. Everyone would need to be here by 
10:15 A.M, OSL portion 10:30 - 12:30, then lunch at 1:15 - 2:30 P.M., team building 
activity with OSL 3- 4 P.M. At bowlmor 4 - 6 P.M. dinner.  Bowling total costs: $2500, 
for 40 people but a lot of people may come and go. 

2. Option 2: same schedule, 3:15 - 4:15 P.M. rock climbing and 4:30 - 6 P.M. dinner. Rock 
climbing total costs: $2300. Max of 40 people and only for one hour. 

3. Open to all USG members including committee members. Date: Saturday, November 
11th. 

a) *Majority agrees on bowling.* Keep a look out for RSVP form, deadline to 
RSVP: 5 days from now. 

 
III. Arvis Chen | Chair of Clubs & Org 

A. Wants to be more transparent with his plans. His master plan: 
1. Educate: club leaders all about policies. 

a) Co-sponsorships, appeals, committees, events, policy. 
2. Implement: Mobilize new clubs. 

a) Will be more lenient with new clubs, longer deadlines/better foods. 
3. Establish: collaborations, co-sponsorships, connections. 

a) Foster relationships between similar clubs (ex: n2n/PFN/Thespian Club and 
UCLA/MOB/VSA). 

4. Incentivize: Food upgrades, Collaboration prizes. 
5. Celebrate! 

a) End of semester club leader recognition celebration. 
B. What I’ve been doing: Created committee, I would like for you all to help with what my 

committee has been helping. I know you are all of club life, want you all to know I want to fix the 
problems within club life. Co-sponsorship videos: most of our marketing goes to social media, 
newsletter and flyer but video format will have more engagement. $34800 budget, working with 
money team to keep track of everything I’ve spent. Our Purpose: I wanted to let club leaders know 
that there is resources available for them. 

 
IV. Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

A. Committee Update: next big event is lip sync battle, November 16th 6-9 P.M. Location: MPR. 
Event details: Theme- 90’s and 2000’s. Two judges: Brandon & Clay from OSL, 2 more judge 
spots open but wanted an unbiased opinion. Format: the same as last year, there will be teams, 
sending email today to clubs. 1st place gets $100 co-sponsorship, 2nd place gets $50, and 3rd place 



gets $25, also opening it up to individuals; their prize will be a goodie basket. Open to 
suggestions, need a host. 

B. Finals week, go big and never go home. Something’s will last all day long, a lot of rooms will be 
full all through finals week, talked about opening up all the random rooms around campus for 
studying. Breakfast at bernie's, giveaways, and setting up fun zones (bowling in the den, glow in 
the dark mini golf, art-face extras event) next committee meeting October 25th 6-7Pm. 

1. Nicole: Someone brought coffee to the library last year. 
2. Suleman: When there’s free food people come, 11 P.M. last year people ran down the 

library. 
3. Nicole: Last year they did like a care kit idea / nap kit idea. Health kit. 

 
V. Khin San | Chair of Philanthropy Committee 

A. Kick started the event: Change the world. Gave boxes out, collecting donations, Thursday tabling 
in the 2nd floor and plaza, expecting most donations then. 

B. Committee meeting last week, decided not to have an event but in the works of planning a large 
scale event. Switched from November to December, days of giving for a week where it’ll be 
constant fundraising events. Open to suggestions, I don’t want to spend more than I’ll get. Please 
suggest any charities you guys know of as well. 

 
VI. Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs 

A. Happy homecoming! To be honest I didn’t like today’s event, DJ got switched last minute, we 
didn’t set up in time, not enough people, would like marketing to be more out there. I would also 
like to see the winners posted on Instagram. Tomorrow is decades day so dress up in any decades. 
Seeing random people dressed up, compiling a collage of everyone dressed up. Please, share the 
posts as much as possible!! Flag football is on Thursday, have some open positions so please let 
me know who’s interested *names take down* 

B. Homecoming dance: royal court will get a basket full of stuff, I want people to know about this 
dance competition. Dress to impress kind of thing. Have Joseph going around asking people if 
they have a date to homecoming dance. 

1. Erica: Do you need help setting up? 
2. Frances: Yes. Thursday: please wear baruch apparel (could also represent your club). 

 
VII. David Barros | Chair of Finance 

A. 13/14 budgets were passed except for Roller Hockey Club, the $5400 BOD didn’t pass it. 
1. Isabel: What happened is; there’s an issue with the agreement at the level of BOD as to 

whether roller hockey fits under our umbrella of clubs we fund. Roller hockey has been 
notified of their budget not passing. With the reasoning of BOD it doesn’t seem like it’ll 
come back with new numbers. There are many other clubs that we fund to attend 
competitions, so it’s definitely a discussion we need to have. If we feel comfortable not 
funding.  

2. Suleman: So it’s not a monetary issue? 
3. Isabel: I don’t know if it doesn’t matter, it was whether they think justifiably they should 

get a fund. 
4. Damali: Suggest to present it again if you have the opportunity, what roller hockey is and 

what they have contributed to the campus. 
5. Isabel: I think that may help, but OSL and people knowing of the club stated that they 

are active on campus, BOD was aware. So idk how everyone’s thoughts ts are going to 
go. 



6. Tarak: So they aren’t okay with it because it’s not fair to all students? 
7. Isabel: currently, they have 10 or less students and almost their entire budget is based on 

league fees, how is this just not funding the hobby of a group students. NABA and other 
clubs with off campus event didn’t go over the percentage limit unlike Roller Hockey 
Club. 

8. Damali: This is not a new issue, this happened with the debate club (only 2 or 3 
members, had to join forces with john jay to make full team), USG shouldn’t be funding 
this thousands of dollars (BOD) even though they were winning competition after 
competition, so it’s  matter of how many students are allowed. Debate club stopped being 
funded. They put a stipulation on having at least 10 members and they couldn’t get 10 
members. Combination of a lot of factors that come for Roller hockey. 

9. Michael: 2 options: BOD presentation, or no presentation at all. We should try to support 
clubs as much as possible, if we know they will oppose it again is there any other 
alternative route? Since BOD has a low chance of passing this can we find another route? 

10. Isabel: Roller hockey has already gone to athletics and they’ve been turned down. 
11. Brian: they are already spending money they haven’t been allocated yet, they have began 

operating. 
12. Lin: Talked to president Peter, he knows budget didn’t pass, they’ve already bought their 

equipment, they’re just asking for practice refreshments and league fees. BOD says it’s 
only 10-15 students on the league but we should support that club and present again to 
attempt to change BOD minds. 

13. Michael: I suggest we go back and present, if BOD fails it again at least we know we 
tried our best. 

14. Tarak: If their cap is 10, do they say no to others? 
15. Brian: We didn’t hear of a cap of 10, yes there is a small number of members, but it’s 

open to everyone and can be a bigger team. 
16. Isabel: Concerning to hear that they don’t have a cap of 10, yet they still don’t have more 

than 10 members… There are over 15,000 students. It’s thousands of dollars for these 
members. 

17. David: Yes, but they are going to use the money, breakdown $200 for GIM refreshments, 
$200 for co-sponsorships, $4,000 league fees, practice- equipment: $100. 

18. Tarak: They should show that they have more than 10 people interested, we could 
present this again. 

19. Erica: Can we have the club come and present to us. 
20. Isabel: November 9th next BOD meeting, we would have to pass it by October 31st. 
21. Isabel: NABA was spending money they didn’t have. We cannot make an exception for 

them. 
22. Brian: They have not paid any money at all, they just owe money. 
23. Lin: They have not actually committed to the league yet because they knew their budget 

was not confirmed. 
24. Nicole: I think we should just have them come in next week because we’re going around 

in circles. 
25. Isabel: This is something we don’t have to fund but also consider we are funding clubs 

with the same exception. 
26. Derny: Soft vote on bringing them in next week: 

a) Soft Vote Passes 17-2-0. 



27. Isabel: Please take the time to think about this, this is an important decision, at BOD 
level I personally don’t feel comfortable based on the intentions of the club but I want to 
hear your thoughts. 

28. Daniel: Can we approve a budget and put limitations on it? 
29. Isabel: You could put stipulations on it. 
30. Lin: If we shut them down because they only have 10 members then we need to consider 

how much money is worth to give to each club per member, so there’s a lot of details to 
go into. 

31. Brian: We asked them if members are willing to chip in and subsidized that amount, 
members already bought their equipment. 

32. Derny: I think we all agree that we should give them platform to come speak. 
 

VIII. Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs 
A. Committee update: CUNY budget hearing, board of trustees meeting went well, not enough 

student turnout. Only a handful of Baruch students, 2 people from USG delegation, CUNY senate 
was able to help us and be present at the event. Would’ve hoped to see more people at the event. 

B. Monday meeting, City Council hearing about the CUNY budget, equally as important. Location: 
City Hall 9/10AM only for an hour. Representation has to be there, students have to come and 
give testimonies, CUNY Board wants to see more Baruch representation. 

1. Isabel: What do you mean by testimonies? 
2. Daniel: Written statement, what you feel about the CUNY budget, they’re talking about 

increasing it, could be as long as you want. You could also send testimonies. 
3. Hamed: Is there marketing material to give to students? 
4. Daniel: They have no marketing material, it’s just for students. 
5. Erica: You tell us about these things really last minute, can we possibly see it on a 

calendar. 
6. Daniel: I will pass info as soon as possible. 
7. Isabel: Quick summary of the last meeting? 
8. Daniel: Professors, students giving statement to board of trustees which donate to 

CUNY. Sharing their concerns and backing up their claims. 
9. Derny: To erica’s point, marketing needs a month heads up, we have a calendar and 

utilize email, you have our phone numbers/office, if we hear about something the day off 
you can’t expect a lot of people to attend. 

10. Isabel: This was something that was extremely last minute, it was in our building. 
11. Damali: Governor Cuomo, overhauled a lot of the members of the Board of Trustees, 

makes a lot of CUNY wide decisions and they do it from a bubble in an office. For 
example, every purchasing has to go through CUNYfirst, and they’ve made decisions 
without knowing the impact on the people on the ground. Jasper probably knows 
everything, talk to Jasper, there may be something on there that directly impacts you. 
Board of Trustees hasn’t been doing things correctly, very bureaucratic. 

C. Upcoming events: debate with the right wings and college democrats on Oct 26th . Canvassing 
opportunity in Brooklyn, 2-8 P.M. Monday – Friday alternating days,  $18 per hour. Kalman 
Yeger running for City Council, democratic. If you guys are interested let me know. November 7th. 
Part of the get out to vote initiative. South Brooklyn area. People will be knocking on people’s 
doors. 

D. Foosball table in the game room, spoke to Savanna about it. We currently have 2 foosball table 
(very damaged), $2000 a piece. They’re broken. Thinking if we could repair it or replace them. 



1. Damali: Almost positive BOD last year put their surplus to foosball table, BOD lines 
surplus proposed to use it on that. So we could look into that. 

IX. Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 
A. Met with Vincent Alai, development officer for alumnae relations, goal is to raise funding for 

baruch. They haven't really been active on Baruch, alumni don’t really come back. One of the 
major things he spoke to me is getting involved with USG to be more active and volunteer more. 
They raise money for the student emergency fund interested in teaming up with USG for crowd 
funding campaign. Isn't something USG has to do, but considering we just made the philanthropy 
committee it could definitely be something we work in collaboration with. 

1. Erica: Alumni Association is asking USG to help raise money for the student emergency 
fund? 

2. Derny: Yes 
3. Damali: Petri fund; good amount of money to helps students in crisis (domestic violence 

situation /can't afford food or metrocards) they have to apply for the money, and they’ve 
said if we raise a certain amount money they’ll match so that’s good info to know. Any 
student in crisis please send them to the dean of students office! We will help. Student 
Affairs, dean of student's office on the website. 

4. Frances: Is there an alumni master list? 
5. Damali: Yes , reach out to them. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
 

I. Isabel Arias | USG Suite  
A. When will the USG suite be cleared out? 

1. Derny: latest end of next week, 
2. Tarak: A lot of people aren’t willing to take these clubs. Libraries don’t want these 

books. 
3. Daniel: Talk to non-profit organizations that focus on education. 
4. Tarak: Yea we are working on that. 
5. Frances: Talk to churches, they’re willing to take any books. 
6. Lin: Back in school, we created paper out of tearing books. 
7. Isabel: Derny where are you giving them? 
8. Derny: I’ve been talking to my chapter, and we’re working with a club. Next Friday all 

books and clothes have to be out of the usg suite.  
9. Isabel: NABA won clothes drive, have we announced that on anything? 
10. Derny: I contacted marketing team and Arvis. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

I. Arvis Chen | Senate Meeting Food 
A. Not enough food. I feel like last year we had more. 

1. Andrea: I’m already going over budget, I will try to look for cheaper places. 
 

II. Suleman Aleem | Meme Event 



A. Meme event, Academic affairs committee planning, room is confirmed. Club hours Working on 
gathering teams together, competition between teams putting a mean to a meme, funniest one will 
win. 

1. Daniel: Town hall meeting around that week, we could move it. 
2.  Nicole: There’s also prizes? 
3. Suleman: We will have prizes. Goal: to educate the baruch college community on 

memes. 3-215 November 16th club hours, USG cannot win prizes. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
I. Motion to adjourn Senate Meeting #8 at 7:13 P.M. Motion Passes 18-0-0. 

 
 
 


