
 

Senate Meeting #3 
 

Meeting Date: September 12th, 2017 Meeting Time: 5:36 P.M. - 7:36 P.M. 

Location: USG Conference Room Note Taker: Andrea Valverde 

 
 

Attendees: 

Isabel Arias | President Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 

Andrea Valverde | Executive Secretary Ehtasham Bhatti | Executive Treasurer 

Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 

Arvis Chen | Chair of Clubs & Organizations David Barros | Chair of Finance 

Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing Rachel Liang | Chair of Graphic Design 

Suzanna Egan | Chair of Appeals Arseny Averyanov | Representative Senator 

Brandon Paillere | Representative Senator Brian Ronquillo | Representative Senator 

Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator Josue Mendez | Representative Senator 

[ABSENT] Lin Lin | Representative Senator Michael Cherry | Representative Senator 

[ABSENT] Molly Bhuiyan | Representative Senator Tarak Chowdhury | Representative Senator 

Zakari Abubakar | Representative Senator  

 
*Meeting begins at 5:33 P.M.* 

PASSING OF THE MINUTES 

 
Minutes #2: Motion Passes 17-0-0. 



REPORTS 

 
I. Joy Allison | Associate Director of Health & Wellness 

A. Office of Health and Wellness along with PAWS is recognizing National Suicide Prevention 
Week, we need to learn how to recognize signs and symptoms. We want to make sure you know 
the resources, join us tomorrow for meditation 4-5 P.M., Thursday for panel discussion, and 
Thursday evening time for a candlelight vigil to commemorate lives taken by suicide. We provide 
weekly yoga, meditation, and wonderful programs being put together. 

 
II. Javier | Blood Drive Center Representative 

A. Blood drive 11:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. happening in the Multi Purpose Room, *shows blood drive 
video*.  Working on putting together a tour of the NY Blood Center. Florida and Houston are not 
able to collect blood so they have reached out to NY for blood cells and platelets. 10th and 11th of 
October; we need people to donate blood. Posters will be handed out by Allison. 

1. Question: Who should I ask if I want to volunteer? 
2. Allison: come to my office 3-210. 
3. Question: What is Baruch doing on the subject of organ donation or around the stigma to 

become an organ donor 
4. Allison: We don’t have all of the information on that, I will follow up with you if you 

give me your email. 
5. Question: Age restriction? 
6. Alison: 16 years old. 

 
III. Suzanna Egan | Chair of Appeals 

A. Motion to appeal club: NABA, under their program line “Off-campus events”, for a total of 
$1,100. 

1. Brianna (President of NABA): Attempting to receive more funds for their October 5th 
Conference.  

2. Suzanna: September 5th deadline, not enough time for clubs to fairly submit. No 
September deadline, but because they didn’t submit one month ahead of their event; their 
appeal is not valid. 

3.  Brianna (President of NABA): For the past 3 years, we’ve appealed for $2000 in the 
fall semester. Past 3 years we’ve gotten $1000 and $2000 in the spring semester, planning 
is an issue, clubs are planning ahead of time. We’ve been planning since June, we sent 
out applications in February. We invested a lot of time in securing funds for our students 
to attend the conference, hotel booked, transportation booked. I understand- don’t plan 
ahead of time and rush in for appeal meeting, however, since we’ve been doing this for 
40 years and we’ve appealed for the same amount this shouldn’t be news. I feel we are 
being penalized for other organizations who didn’t appeal in time. 

4.   David: (To Suzanna) When were you informed of their appeal? 
5. Suzanna: Informed of the appeal on September 6th. 
6. Brianna (President of NABA): I recall the email stated that we have to submit 

paperwork before the deadline, then there was another email clarifying to submit appeal a 
month before BOD meeting. 

7. Damali: This happens more frequently than you think, for the first BOD meeting 
students are not necessarily prepared. Dean King has stated that if USG is willing to hear 



it, he’s willing to add it to the agenda for the BOD meeting, leaving up to the table’s 
discretion. 

8. Suleman: (To Suzanna) Any other clubs you turned down? 
9. Suzanna: Yes. 
10. Suleman: So then it looks like we’re penalizing only the other clubs. 
11. Brianna (President of NABA): Those events could be rescheduled, this conference is 

already in the works. We would be willing to work and push the conference back but 
that’s not possible. Could we work something out? I know Suzanna you sent me the list 
of budget, $1100 of allocation. 

12. Suzanna: Yes, $1100 is what we would give if the appeal is considered fair. 
13. Erica: Was there a pre-allocated budget? 
14. Suzanna: $1200 budget allocated. 
15. Brianna (President of NABA): $1200 already in our line, you guys proposed $1100, 

past 3 years we’ve successfully secured $3000. My question is why did we push the BOD 
meeting back to October 15th and not stick to the original date. 

16. Damali: Deadlines are picked based on BOD meeting dates which are picked based on 
the academic calendar. 

17. Zakari: So what I’m getting is that there was an appeal deadline and they were late? 
18. Suzanna: No appeal deadline for events before October 12th . 
19. Isabel: Theoretical deadline is 2 weeks before September meeting. 
20. Michael: We’re going back and forward with the dates, this should be considered as a 

regular appeal. So what I’m hearing is $1200 is what you have, $1100 will be allocated, 
so as table we have to figure out if we want to raise it, keep it as is, or lower it. 

21. Brianna: Proposal of why the $3000 would be the most appropriate, in the past we’ve 
tried to work with USG to lower the amount. 

a) Soft vote (on whether or not there will be money allocated to this event): 
majority not in favor. 

22. Gabriel (NABA Chair of Events): This event has happened consistently for 4 years, 
we’re not saying we’re any better or any less than any other organizations. We believe 
this is a partnership between us and USG, to even have this discussion I feel it is unfair. 
There should be planning ahead, we ask for the same amount every single year. 

23. Erica: I’m opposed because there was a pre-allocated budget, so you could set a cap on 
how many students go and deal with the budget. It still could happen with the money you 
currently have, just a matter of how many student you allow to go. 

24. Brianna (President of NABA): Is there a specific reason why when we proposed our 
original budget, why isn’t it upfront allocated $3000? 

25. Isabel: There’s a cap on off-campus events since it’s a fund that everyone pays into and a 
portion is being allocated to this event meaning we’re paying for a select few to go to an 
off campus event.  

26. Brianna (President of NABA): Baruch is being represented as a whole, we do this so 
students get an option to venture out to corporate America, another aspect is mentorship 
we want students to interact with professionals. It’s not benefiting only a select few, we 
take into consideration students of all backgrounds. $1100 being allocated, we are 
grateful for that but in feasibility it’s not going to enable us to invest in the student's’ life 
as we would like to. 

27. Frances: I voted no , I understand it’s a conference but other clubs will think it’s unfair, I 
know conferences can’t be moved but for some clubs events can’t be moved either and 
they’ve had to deal with not being able to appeal.  



28. Tarak: I voted no because going back to the cap, we don’t want students to pay for select 
few. 

29. Mally (former treasurer of NABA): They’ve been doing this consecutively and 
appealing and receiving money consecutively. I’ve done this. Everyone knows this is the 
conference that starts at the beginning of the semester. At least give it a consideration 
because we’ve worked so hard for it. 

30. Nicole: Hotel isn’t sponsored through convention? 
31. Brianna (President of NABA): NABA Baruch is the NY chapter, there is NABA 

nationwide chapter that books the hotel already near the convention but it is not paid for. 
32. Brandon: We should consider it, they do this event every year. 
33. Michael: Our three options are keep allocation, increase the allocation, or decrease it. 

a) Soft vote to increase allocation: majority not in favor. 
34. Zakari: Isn’t the idea of appeals that there’s a chance that you might not make the 

appeal? So there’s a chance they could’ve gotten 0 allocation, they could find a lower 
initiative, it will set a bad premise moving forward. 

a) Soft vote on keeping allocation the same: majority in favor. 
35. Isabel: the extra $800 could come from a 10% budget modification. 
36. Ehtasham: You have until last week of September to make any modifications, 65% of 

total expenditure could be moved around, after last week of September they can only 
make 10% budget modifications. 

37. Isabel: Because it’s an event that happens every year. Why wasn’t your advisor or USG 
made aware until a week ago, first week back to school we should’ve known. 

38. Brianna (President of NABA): Because we think of it as a partnership, we do this event 
every year. I don’t know if there’s an issue of the knowledge of last year not being 
transferred to the new USG. We do this every year. It’s the fact that now the BOD 
meeting is October 15th. 

39. Damali: We can’t go on about the dates. Bottom line is you can’t make any assumption 
that USG knows something, we also cannot assume that the dates will be the same. 
Maybe USG puts that notice out that dates are subject to change. Question is what do we 
now and how do we move forward. 

40. Brianna (President of NABA): I agree with 10% budget modification for the $800 and 
the $1100 allocation. 

41. Suzanna: I had misinformation, to clarify they can move as much money as they want 
for the month of September, so they can appeal in the future for other events. 

42. Motion to keep allocation of $1100 for NABA: Motion Fails 7-8-1. 
 
IV. Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 

A. Vice President Pro Tempore 
1. Motion to nominate Daniel Morote as Vice President Pro Tempore: Motion Passes 

15-0-2. 
 

V. Arseny Averyanov | Representative Senator 
A. Already sent out a link for you all to fill out the form so I can know who will be present at the 

GIM, will reach out to individuals. Soon will share the PowerPoint with you all. 
 
VI. Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing 

A. Updating website, Rad has been working on website. 
B. *Radhika shows current website and new website for USG* 



C. Zakari: If I wanted to get involved with helping update the website, who do I reach out to? 
D. Nicole: Just come to our marketing committee meetings. We are currently debating how to 

promote club’s events and which ones to promote. With the new website, clubs will be sectioned 
off based on the category they are under. Our whole theme is making it more condensed and 
navigable. If you guys have any ideas/suggestions let us know. 

E. Arvis: Suggestion- search bar at the top. 
VII. Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 

A. Faculty senate meeting last Wednesday. Interest and concerns of faculties were shared. They 
talked about some of the changes happening on campus; president Wallerstein- won’t comply with 
ICE. Tuition may be raised. Baruch new strategic platform; 2018-2023. Meeting nextt Tuesday. 17 
lex building after 10 years of planning, it’s going to take longer. Student center lease is done, 
approx. time of completion is 18 months. 

*Arseny walks out at 6:58 P.M.* 
B. Frances: Fixing up 17 lex building. They’re trying to change the foundation. Expanding entire 

lobby and because of that they are running into more issues. It was supposed to finish before 
school started but now it’s going into this year. 12-5 P.M. there will be noise! It’s going to be 
more aesthetically pleasing, entire building will take approx. 15 years. Lisa Edwards is more than 
willing to show the video. 

 
VIII. Isabel Arias | President 

A. WBMB Radio, in the past they’ve run a segment for USG reports, if any of you are interested in 
running this segment. Every week there will be a slot for someone or two people from USG to 
speak about what’s going on. *No one expressed interest* 

B. Hurricane Relief: Derny has reached out to a lot of reliefs but not many responded. 
1. Derny: Got response from catholic charities, as opposed to collecting used clothing they 

think hygiene products would be better. We’re also going to cover Hurricane Irma, we 
will extend deadline and make sure students bring hygiene products as well. 

C. USG Retreat will be spearheaded by Brian, beginning of October most likely. Probably a one day 
thing not an overnight situation. Watch out for forms from Brian soon. 

D. Baruch has hired outside consultants for strategic planning, next tuesday 1:15-2pm,  need 9 
volunteers. 

1. Damali: Baruch plan stating what things to focus on for the new year. Consulting team 
comes in and looks at college areas it could focus on. *Table volunteers taken down* 

 
IX. Brandon Paillere | Representative Senator 

A. Arts committee proposal; ad hoc committee. Goal is to make arts more recognized at Baruch, 
personal goal is to make Baruch’s art presence thrive. Partnering with clubs and departments to 
make events. For the arts related clubs that are kind of dying out; we will try to help them. I’ve 
reached out to arts clubs and they were all for it. 

1. Ehtasham: Last year there was an arts ad hoc committee, ad hoc committees aren’t given 
a budget. Their budgeting will come out from different lines. 

2. Zakari: What do you intend to do differently from last year? 
3. Brandon: Nathan had a lot of focus on visual arts, I want to encompass all forms of arts, 

fashion and music industry students. Goal is to have events with them. 
4. Motion to create arts committee: Motion Passes 15-1-0. 
5. Motion to make Brandon chair of arts committee: Motion Passes 15-1-0. 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
I. Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator 

A. Forming pipeline of previous USG to new USG, they can share tips and advice. 
1. Damli: You’re asking old USG what they did and to tell you what to do? I suggest to 

give them an incentive. If you’ve met with us already or still have to, we will tell you 
what past USG has done and the cuny policy but this is your USG. 

2. Derny: We all agree to create our own guidebook and pass on to the next person that 
attains our position. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
I. Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs 

A. There will be a lot of construction going on in 17 Lex building. 
1. Damali: There are more people in NVC due to the construction in 17 lex and higher 

enrollment, look to try and advertise more with the rolling boards etc because more faces 
are seeing your public ads.  

B. Thank you to the people who helped me with the 9/11 memorial yesterday 
1. Suleman: Will we have a meeting next Tuesday? 
2. Isabel: Yes we will have the meeting 

C. Homecoming is coming up and if anyone wants to help please reach out. Coming up with idea for 
a concert. 

 
II. Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs 

A. Keeping the dream alive, panelist speakers, an immigration seminar, needs help please let him 
know if you are interested. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
I. Motion to adjourn Senate Meeting #3 at 7:36 P.M. Motion Passes 11-3-2 

 


