
 

Senate Meeting #23 
 

Meeting Date: March 13th, 2018 Meeting Time: 5:30 P.M. - 6:55 P.M. 

Location: USG Conference Room Note Taker: Andrea Valverde 

 
 

Attendees: 

Isabel Arias | President Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 

Andrea Valverde | Executive Secretary Suzanna Egan | Executive Treasurer 

Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 

Andrew Windsor | Chair of The Constitutional 
Review Committee 

Arvis Chen | Chair of Clubs & Organizations 

Brandon Paillere | Chair of The Arts Committee David Barros | Chair of Finance 

Emma Jorgensen | Chair of Appeals Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing 

Rachel Liang | Chair of Graphic Design Aaron D’Souza | Representative Senator 

Alex Dimcevski | Representative Senator  Arseny Averyanov | Representative Senator 

Carlton Maddix | Representative Senator Brian Ronquillo | Representative Senator 

Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator Lin Lin | Representative Senator 

 
 
*Meeting begins at 5:30 P.M.* 

PASSING OF THE MINUTES 

 
Minutes #22: Motion Passes 9-0-2. 



REPORTS 

 
 

I. Lisa Edwards | Assistant Vice President of Campus Facilities 
A. Isabel: We introduced a couple weeks ago that we will have Lisa come and give us an update on 

the 17 lex project and be available for any questions you guys have about campus facilities. 
B. Lisa: I’m in charge of all the buildings including all the problems you may have with the 

buildings, 150 people under my umbrella, 60 inhouse products. 17 lex update- 1929 building, 
structure is strong. Renovate this building for at least 12 years. Everything in the buildings needs 
to be replaced, upgrade the electric. Phase 1 A started, 3 year project,we are over one year into it. 
Supposed to finish January 2020. There are 7 phases to totally upgrade buildings. We are only in 
Phase 1 A and we currently only have capital funding for this phase no funding for any phase after 
that. Asking state for more money, more money for next phase probably next year. We have a plan 
on how to go forward. Phase 1 – electric, key to upgrade anything else in building. Miserable 
elevators since 1980s, completely replaced, replacing 2 of the 6 elevators. When those come 
online we’ll take 2 more off and replace those… The lobby, they’re going to lower it to street 
level, not ADA compliant right now, there will be a ramp on the inside. Will open up more of that 
front wall to glass wall. Groundwork for another set of elevators, fill that in with glass filled 
science labs on lower floors from 9th & down, increase elevators. New foundation for new 
elevator banks which will be the next phase. Convenience stair from the lobby to the second floor 
from the second floor to the third floor. *Shows video* Upgrading science labs in future phases. 
Aggravation, they’re removing ground to gain additional space. Taking down part of the lobby 
when you’re not here. The people doing the construction have made minimal mistakes, cut up 
pipes and shut off power. Wasn’t as noisy when demolishing the ground, now there’s nothing 
underneath it when taking down part of the lobby but that will be done during spring break when 
you are all not here. New entry will have more lighting. The lobby will be brought down to ground 
level and there will be a ramp inside, public safety, and turnstiles for the first time. Convenient 
staircase. That was the lobby, that’s what you’ll see by year 2020. The rest of this video shows all 
the phases that we don’t have the money for as of right now. New inflow, two different types of 
architectures being put together, the entrance on 23rd street will be ADA. Permanent ramp will be 
done during phase 1. Swim pool will be replaced with new elevator bank, which we are doing the 
foundation part for. 17 lex has not been great with the construction, considering the amount of 
demolition that took place last summer, we didn’t have too many issues, issues started 
december/january, they had demod so much of the basement and opened walls that the wind 
would come through and spread it out. When you first came back this semester it was way dirtier 
and dusty, but now it’s way cleaner. Laborers doing overtime to keep the dust down. Start off with 
the positives, Floor plan of the basement. This is the entire basement, everything to the right of the 
arrow is demolished. Torrential rain, the basement was open and water came right in bringing dirt. 
New brand Hot water boiler plants. Coned bolt new top on top to open up 23rd street. This is about 
a 90 million dollar project. The architects, construction done by lee roy construction. My office 
and I are not managing this project but we are the liaison and usually the troubleshooters when 
issues come up. It is a continuing problem with the project, we work closely with the construction 
company but there’s not much to it because there's not enough space to get around. 

1. Carlton: Phase for network system? 



2. Lisa: Network is different, I know Arthur Downing is working to get some of it replaced. 
He’s putting in wires while there’s construction going on so he may have to re-do it once 
it’s done. 

3. Arvis: Phase A, turnstiles like the ones here? 
4. Lisa: I don’t think they’ll do the ones that you see at the rest of the campus, that’s 

something public safety has to decide. 
5. Arvis: I know students have complained about the ones we already have and they would 

like the flash cards one. 
6. Student: Why have the lobby leveled to the ground level? 
7. Lisa: We are in the safer flood zones. Lowering the lobby has to do with being more 

accessible to people that they don’t have to go up a ramp outside and with more light 
you’ll be able to see more activity. 

8. Alex: Basically what you guys have done put the lobby from being outside to being 
inside the building and you lowered it to put machinery? 

9. Lisa: Basement to put machinery there. 
10. Alex: I don’t understand why spend so much money on this. 
11. Lisa: ADA are not to be treated as second class citizens, bringing it inside is easier for 

them to come in, avoids snow and rain on a ramp that’s outside. Also, to bring in light 
into the lobby and gain all this space underneath, to put mechanical systems that we've 
never had before.  

12. Alex: what kind? 
13. Lisa: Heating, water and air conditioning? 
14. Hamed: Greener tech? 
15. Lisa: Required to be silver lead silver, under mandate by 2020 to reduce carbon footprint 

by 20 %. Yes we are going greener. 
16. Derny: We need 90 million to complete this project, in the order that we don’t get the 

money for the next phase what will happen? 
17. Lisa: This phase alone is 90 million, next phase will probably get 30-40 million then we 

would do a little bit more of that elevator bank. Then we could focus on just finishing the 
whole first floor, changing those bathrooms so that those are ADA. That would be the 
next step. Minimum, I need 40 million. 

18. Derny: Phases not contingent? 
19. Lisa: No… Other questions about facilities? 
20. Arvis: If we could get a clip of the Phase 1, a lot of people would benefit from seeing it 
21. Lisa: On my website, there is link to 17 lex. This clip is about 6/7 years old, I can’t put it 

on the web but I could try to get pictures or drawings if that would be helpful. 
22. Victoria: Do you handle escalators, doing research on them and there are hours on 

operation and not operations, sometimes they're off and on it’s random so how is that 
process? 

23. Lisa: They are suppose to run from 8:30/9 in the morning to 9pm, Fridays we have to turn 
them off to reduce carbon emission, they take up a lot of energy. On weekends we keep 
them off unless someone is having an event and they contact me. Summer time, 
depending on events, January we keep them off. If they’re ever off randomly it’s because 
theyre not working. 

24. Carlton: Bathroom stalls wont lock. 
25. Lisa: I’m looking into getting that replaced. 
26. Hamed: Plaza updates? 



27. Lisa: It was bid out, the whole 23rd street is unofficially a plaza. Will start sometime this 
summer, street bit will be ripped off and look more like a plaza. Seating wall up against 
the vertical campus. 18 months construction plan, done by sometime in 2019. 

28. Emma: there was something there this summer? 
29. Lisa: Upgrading our heating ventilation air-conditioning project. Temporary cooling to 

keep this building cool while they were upgrading other parts. Seeing some energy 
savings from it. We might have to have another one of those soon. 

30. Andrew: Is that the reason why events weren’t being held on the plaza? 
31. Lisa: One of the reasons, another reason was because pipes were being replaced. 
32. Andrew: Still no events during this semester? 
33. Lisa: I believe so. Projects may take longer, dates are not accurate. 
34. Emma: If you’re starting project in the summer we still can’t use it this semester? 
35. Lisa: Yes because it’s a state entity, capital projects come from the satte. One of those 

mystery things that you don’t know when it’s going to hit. Thank you all for having me, 
any other questions tell Isabel or Damali. 

 
II. Isabel Arias | President 

A. Finished my meeting with provost today. Generally we talked about him seeing survey results. 
Generally he was asking a lot of questions about what the students see this as a benefit, 
information side of it behind the numbers. They’re going to be meeting with the administration all 
together reaching a decision between now and April. Timing depends when they’re able to meet. 
Generally, he is not particularly in favor of bringing them back but it will be a whole group 
decision based on what his board decide. 

1. Arvis: Can we sit in ? 
2. Isabel: No. 
3. Andrew: You invited him to this meeting? 
4. Isabel: Yes, he couldn’t come. 
5. Arvis: If I could sit in on the next meeting? 
6. Isabel: Already had the meeting today.. 
7. Arvis: Was I not allowed to be there? 
8. Isabel: No it’s always head of organization and him. 

 
III. Suzanna Egan | Executive Treasurer 

A. SVA club-  Late payment, purchase from June 12 2017, from their budget 2016-2017 budget but 
they want to take it from this year’s budget. 

1. Club Representative: Previous president and treasurer ordered trophies and awards and 
never paid the vendor, I wasn’t notified and just found out recently, trying to get this 
situated so it wont look bad for SVA, last year’s president and treasurer dropped the ball 
and quit. Andrew current president had to put in late budget. Asking to get this covered 
from our miscellaneous budget. 

2. Suzanna: Invoice is fo $266.88 it was for 5 gifts, 4 students gifted $44.95 gift each and 
one guest who was not a student for who it was also $44.95 for which we usually cap at 
$25. It is a vendor invoice. 

3. Suleman: Current budget, we saw this last year with wall street and we resolved it by 
having this year’s budget cover it. 

4. Andrew W: Last year, that club came asking us to pay for it and we didn’t see it fair, 66 
% covered by USG and 33% by club. And we didn’t allow them to appeal. 



5. Isabel: This happens a lot in BOD, punishment enough to have them pay it off from this 
year’s budget. 

6. Club Representative: Miscellaneous fund is still in our budget. 
7. David: $321 left from their off campus money. 
8. Suleman: so we don’t have to vote on it? 
9. Isabel: Yea we would have to vote on it to be sent to BOD. 
10. Carlton: Motion to allow SVA to pay off their existent debt with their current budget: 

a) Motion Passes: 12-0-2. 
B. Wanted to go over budget for spring. Added significant costs, food contractuals to give an 

estimate of how much each event costs. Fall events spending. 
1. Hamed: what budget line? 
2. Suzanna: All these events came from the Programming budget, events don’t come from a 

specific program, categorized from these events into line programs. All these events don’t 
come from the same line but they do all come from the programming budget. 

3. Hamed: Did you send limits monthly to verify how much we’re spending? 
4. Suleman: We spend more certain months.. 
5. Hamed: Is overspending an issue? 
6. Suzanna: Our current budget is $127,000, we did have more events fall semester but we 

have bash this semester which makes things different 
7. Alex: To Erica, for some of these events there’s people there that serve food that are 

being hired? 
8. Erica: Only one place that served food , teyiaki. 
9. Alex: Maybe as a student I would feel more confident getting served by students. 
10. Erica: Generally it’s served by students, that’s only one specialty case. 
11. Alex: For winter events, customize chocolate bars we were giving out… 
12. Suzanna: 2000 contractual for decoration , food under 3000, supply issues and shipped it 

for 2 days, the chocolates were kind of expensive but the shipping is what accounted for 
most of the cost. I can’t micromanage committees, but I did express I didn’t like the 
amounts.  

13. Hamed: If a committee comes to you with an event, you factor this in? 
14. Suzanna: I factor our budget in and the room, late fall until now I request a month in 

advance proposal so I could know what’s going on. Programming budget for all these 
events. Right now refreshments are at 0 but I will move money over once I have an actual  

15. Nicole: How much is bash budget? 
16. Suzanna: 35 total, few grands for food, no definite answers. 
17. Carlton: mandatory costs? 
18. Isabel: I believe it is paying for auditing fees. 
19. Damali: Pays for staffing in accounting unit, pays for cuny legal fees. 
20. Suzanna: Asking Nicole to change accessing views on the website cause only people on 

senate could see the budgets as of now. Operating budget, Internet initiatives is like our 
email domain, there is office furniture /equipment, legal services, office supplies. 
Stipends for both executive and table. Bursar, conferences for example Albany 
conference. Office meeting refreshments, Special projects- awards dinner could be for 
bernies of usg awards. Sustainability balance, some of our budget going to Nico. USG 
retreat not all spent. Any questions? 

21. Emma: What’s a stabilizer? 
22. Suzanna: For marketing purposes but I have to look at the numbers. 



23. Andrew: You mentioned Uber rides; are we blindly reimbursing Uber rides or looking 
into them? 

24. Suzanna: The uber riders from the hotel to dinner, etc. 
25. Isabel: They’re vetting it 
26. Hamed: Yeah were not printing receipts from 2016.. 
27. Andrew: University of albany had a case of this, they were actually getting reimbursed 

for uber rides to the bar— just wanted to make sure we were doing the right thing. 
28. Suzanna: specified time and dates, and locations. I could make program changes from 

program lines if it’s not being spent for example into office meetings. 
 
IV. Jasper Diaz | USS 

A. Caper Resolution, Carbon Adjustment for Poverty Education and Research. 75 million dollars, we 
expect MTA to meet us halfway. 

1. Hamed: Motion to approve Resolution 1718-S024A Carbon Adjustment for Poverty, 
Education and Research (CAPER): A legislative Proposal for New York City:  

a) Motion Passes- 11-1-1. 
B. Testified at CUNY Board of Trustees hearing in regard to proposed changes to student activity fee 

policy. 
1. Mark: There is some live stream available online. 
2. Jasper: I could send my testimony to everyone, it’s about 3 pages which I managed to say 

under 3 minutes. Further understand how to look at issues of university policy. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
 

I. Andrew Windsor | Constitutional Review Committee Update 
A. Waiting for amendments to be processed, waiting for petition to extend the deadline. 

1. Isabel: Next steps? 
2. Andrew: We submitted to student election and review committee (SERC). They have to 

approve the amendment and will give us the physical material we need to get people to 
sign and get 10% of signatures. The deadline is this Friday to hand in nearly 1600 
signatures but we’ve petitioned to extend that deadline. Extending deadline not up to us, 
it’s up to SERC, and we’re hoping it’s till end of March at least. Right now, we are 
waiting on an answer from SERC. Depends if they say we have a day to get them it’s 
hard to see that happening feasible within a limited timeframe. 

3. Isabel: Are you actively trying to get those signatures right now? 
4. Andrew: No, we cannot. First we have to hear back from them which by then it’ll already 

be too late to get all 1600 signatures, which is why we petitioned to extend the deadline. 
 

II. Brandon Paillere | USG Apparel 
A. Order form is up for the jackets, will be $30. 

NEW BUSINESS  

 
 

I. Isabel Arias | BOD Minutes 



A. A BOD member mentioned access to BOD minutes. They will start to be put up on our website. 
Hopefully I can get 2 years worth of those so people could have access to them. 

 
II. Derny Fleurima | Bash Update 

A. We’ve seen 4 venues, leaning towards stage 48 and Copacabana. Sky room would be too difficult. 
Want to close that before this month ends 

                                               i. Erica: How much are tickets 
                                             ii. Derny: Not sure but it will probably go for $15 /$20. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
I. Motion to adjourn Senate Meeting #23 at 6:56 P.M. by Andrew Windsor. Motion Passes 12-0-0. 


