
 

Senate Meeting #18 
 

Meeting Date: January 30th, 2018 Meeting Time: 5:30 P.M. - 7:16 P.M. 

Location: USG Conference Room Note Taker: Andrea Valverde 

 
 

Attendees: 

Isabel Arias | President Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 

Andrea Valverde | Executive Secretary Suzanna Egan | Executive Treasurer 

Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 

Arvis Chen | Chair of Clubs & Organizations Emma Jorgensen | Chair of Appeals 

David Barros | Chair of Finance Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing 

Rachel Liang | Chair of Graphic Design [ABSENT] Alex Dimcevski | Representative Senator  

Arseny Averyanov | Representative Senator Brandon Paillere | Representative Senator 

Brian Ronquillo | Representative Senator Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator 

Lin Lin | Representative Senator Tarak Chowdhury | Representative Senator 

 
 
*Meeting begins at 5:30 P.M.* 

PASSING OF THE MINUTES 

 
Minutes #17: Motion Passes 14-0-0. 

 



REPORTS 

 
 

I. Ronni Umles | Assistant Director Student and Volunteer Relations 
A. 100 Days Initiative. From the alumnae Relations Office. 100 Days is primarily for the graduate 

class. Met with Isabel to talk about initiative, this year wanted to form deeper relationship with 
USG. It is a culmination of events, email and social media campaign for graduating class to help 
them with transition from student to alum. Kick off day is february 13th. Looking for help to rally, 
Recruiting for help to deliver messages and handing stuff out. 2nd initiative panel event we’re 
having in march. First year out type panel. Inviting back 4/5 students who just graduated last year. 
INvite back all of Baruch community to attend. Hoping to collaborate with you guys. We also 
have a graduating class party. On this website, whole comprehensive calendar of events on here to 
promote anythings that’s focused on professional development to help those going into the 
professional world. There will be lots of resources and useful information. 100th day is the last 
day of Spring. Looking for help on the 13th, if any of you are willing to stop by for some time, 
there will be 3 social media contests. All throughout the 100 days, we just filter in tad bits of 
information about what the alumnae relations takes care off and our events. There’s a huge 
network of alumni.  

1. Derny: How many current alums are active? 
2. Ronni: Not sure. Relatively young community, new mid-level. 

B. Besides 100 days, there’s a lot of events where we bring back alumni to connect with students. 
Like Baruch & Beyond which is a partnership with Starr, you can interact with alumni. February 
13th, Tuesday during club hours. *Volunteer names taken down* 

 
II. Dima Kamenchsk | Intramural Coordinator at Athletic Department   

A. 3 years ago given the opportunity to spearhead intramural committee. I’ve noticed people do want 
to get involved. I know how engaged USG is on campus, I run various leagues and tournaments, 
our space is condensed being in manhattan. I always welcome any suggestions that you guys think 
could be an intramural that could serve here. ONe of the things I’m doing in the Spring, I have 
some flyers, get people engaged on working out. I already have 17 people that have participated. 
We do have advanced competitions. Glow in the dark dodgeball tournament. For everyone that 
participates I have free t-shirts and winners get sweaters / trophies. Goal is to create more leagues. 
I separate a little from athletics because I serve the students, not the athletes although they also get 
involved.  

1. Daniel: Next soccer intramural? 
2. Dami: Soccer in the fall, basketball in the Spring. Athletic department gives me the space 

to block off time for these leagues so tuesday thursday is really the only time. 
3. Isabel: Date for dodgeball tournament. 
4. Dami: Ideally in March. I partnered up with a radio station. 
5. Hamed: You wanted to drive up the numbers, do you just want us to talk about these 

events? 
6. Dami: Yeah, anything that helps drive the word out.  

B. Baruchathletics.com is our website, that’s where you will find all our info. Happy to promote 
when all the events come out and let you know about it. Sweatheart challenge is our main focus 
right now.  

 

 



III. Isabel Arias | President 
A. Meeting with Arthur Downing soon, anything you guys want me to bring up at that meeting? 

1. Arvis: Wi-Fi, elevator issue. 
2. Isabel: Wi-Fi is, elevator is more Lisa Edwards. 
3. Emma: Like the laptop rental in the second floor NVC. 

B. Idea of the high school outreach program. Meeting with director of the Seek program and 2 people 
from the Welcome Center. Anything for that? 

C. Having someone coming in next week from faculty senate so you guys can hear about that. 
D. Meeting with Zicklin Strategic Planning Committee. There are individual Strategic Planning 

Committee for each school. Anything you guys want me to bring up? 
1. Erica: Dont make Marketing students take FIN and ACC. 
2. Hamed: Is it possible for the ranking within ACC courses to be modified.  
3. Lin: I’ve talked to them and they’ve said because Baruch is known for ACC we need to 

make it competitive. 
4. Tarak: Hard curve is more for higher level ACC.  
5. Derny: I think we need a financial modeling class. 
6. Erica: More and better Marketing professors. 
7. Radhika: Computer Information Systems is actually Computer Science and a lot of 

students don’t know that.  
8. Lin: Can Zicklin change business courses? There’s like 10 pre-requisite to get into 

Zicklin. I suggest allowing students to take it at any time during the college years. 
9. Khin: They’re kind of all needed for your major classes.  
10. Tarak: If  we did that, there pretty much wouldn’t be any classes to take. 
11. Emma: That’s why Pathways are allowed to be taken anytime during your college years. 
12. Student: CIS complicated classes can only be taken during their senior year so it’s hard 

for them to apply to jobs and internships because they don’t know a computer language 
yet.  

13. Lin: This winter I was going to register for BPL class, I could only register after ACC 
5000 so now I have to take it later. 

14. Arvis: TSO people said they are kind of treated unfairly compared to the first year 
students, meaning they don’t have the same amount of resources. 

15. Damali: There is TRO for them , but a lot of them opt out.  
16. Tarak: To Lin, that’s not the case only for ACC, you have to first sign up for all your 

classes and then sign up for BPL.  
17. Emma: About classes closing, the times might not be good for you but the classes do not 

completely close until the 2nd week of orientation that’s when there are literally no spots 
left. There has never been no CIS class left open.  

18. Khin: Erica, you said you couldn’t get into one class, there is a form you could fill out to 
take the classes. Arvis, Orientation does a good job at letting them know.  

19. Brandon: Updates, are done on CUNYfirst. Will you also be meeting with Weissman 
School?  

20. Isabel: If you have any other ideas, please just email me or talk to me after. 
 
IV. Emma Jorgensen | Chair of Appeals 

A. Motion to allocate BSU Fashion Show $3,903 in contractuals. 
1. Joshua: President of BSU, this si on top of the budget we already have. Can we hear more 

of a reasoning? 
2. Emma: I allocated based on your contracts and Mason Hall. 

 



3. Joshua: We can pretty much have the show, but we can’t have the special performance. 
4. Emma: I thought the main performer was the special performance? 
5. Joshua: Yeah, but we have to pay the designers and we have dances in between. Having 

an artist of that caliber would increase attendance, just like a-boogie. I’m fine with it but I 
can’t really ask for more now? 

6. Suzanna: They come to the meeting and they tell her how much Mason Hall is and the 
confirmed people.  

7. Emma: I’ve included main performer, all you gave me confirmed. 
8. Joshua: I got some more confirmations this morning, I got another designer this morning.  
9. BSU member: I feel if we bring this artist, students would be more engaged. 
10. Tarak: She has given you everything you asked for, if you have other things confirmed 

you could bring it up right now.  
11. Joshua: I felt pressed with confirming these artists because they would ask me what’s the 

budget first.  
12. Khin: When is the event? 
13. Joshua: March 2nd, open to majority of Baruch students and also open to outside guests.  
14. Motion Passes, 14-0-1. 

B. Motion to allocate Intervarsity Christian Fellowship GIM $383 in Refreshments. 
1. Motion Passes, 14-0-1. 

C. Motion to allocate Intervarsity Christian Fellowship Social Events $1,596 in Refreshments. 
1. Motion Passes, 14-0-1. 

D. Motion to allocate WIB Pearls of Wisdom $290 in Supplies and Misc. 
1. Motion Passes, 14-0-1. 

E. Motion to allocate Actuary Science Society Company Panels $600 in Refreshments. 
1. Motion Passes, 14-0-1. 

F. Motion to allocate Actuary Science Society Workshops $642 in Refreshments. 
1. Motion Passes, 14-0-1. 

G. Motion to allocate Guinean Student Association GIM $235 in Refreshments and Supplies. 
1. President of Club: We don’t have that much money in our budget, so we have to keep 

appealing.  
2. Emma: $250 , average is 37 people per meeting so that averages to $215 for a meeting. 
3. Isabel: So the misc is for gifts? 
4. President of Club: Yes, in the past we’ve spent more than that.  
5. Tarak: Goes back to the same point, if you don’t have any confirmation we can’t give 

you more money.  
6. Motion Passes, 14-0-1. 

H. Motion to allocate ALPFA special events $624 in Refreshments, Supplies, and Misc. 
1. Motion Passes, 13-0-2. 

 
V. Arvis Chen | Chair of Clubs & Organizations 

A. Talking to you guys in regard to social fraternity follow up. Last Tuesday we decided to have a 
fact sheet and petition. WE should have a survey before we have this petition. For the time, being 
that provost is going to make his decision end of February, we decided to expedite the process. 
I’m going to pass around these questions and you choose the top 5. These top 5 questions I will 
submit to Savanna and she’ll put it up on qualtrics.  

1. Derny: Were these screened? 
2. Arvis: None of these have been screened, after the top 5 have been chosen I will go 

through the writing center.  

 



3. Damali: I dont think OSL should be involved because this is a USG initiative. A 
professional would ask well who did you ask, you have to ask the students. When I saw 
the fact sheet, it did not seem neutral.  

4. Arvis: That is not the final fact sheet, we are going to have a timeline just stating the 
facts.  

5. Damali: I could send the fact sheet through legal to have them look at it.  
6. Derny: These questions too should be sent to legal. 
7. Tarak: How are you sending these out.  
8. Arvis: We don’t know who’s going to be answering the best that we could do is put it out 

there as much as possible. 
9. Andrew: The best way to push things out is probably tabling. One time Dan asked for the 

entire mailing list so that could be another option. 
10. Isabel: The reason we were reaching out to administration in regard to Student life or 

student affairs office to develop the con side because I’ve felt we’ve heard more about the 
pro side. Also, had some concerns about the questions.  

11. Damali: Petition is different than this, petition would be taking a stance and having 
students support that. This is more of a questionnaire.  

12. Tarak: If you plan on doing this,  
13. Bianca: Best way is probably to present them with the timeline, and ask if they’re in 

support of this.  
14. Frances: There are also professional that special in market research. 
15. Isabel: Exactly what I was going to suggest, I think putting a scale would make it best 

quantifiable. 
16. Damali: We also have a corporate company we work with to help you design assessment 

tool. That way an outside professional company can help you.  
17. Isabel: We discussed last week if we should do more of a yes or no survey, but we 

decided to bring in more specific points.  
18. Tarak: How are we figuring out or what if only the people that support the social greek 

life answer this. Thinking of a benchmark, to take a stance. 
19. Isabel: We still have to take a stance no matter what. 
20. Damali: Consulting can help you with all of this, they get very detailed. They would also 

ask demographics. Last year, the survey we did for new student center we were surprised 
with how many people answered who actually weren’t involved in club life. 

21. Arvis: Another forum? 
22. Isabel: No, I think that one we had was effective anymore. 
23. Arvis: Our first forum was not facilitated as well, not everyone spoke. 
24. Isabel: Respectfully disagree, we passed around a list for everyone to speak, tons of 

opportunities for everyone to speak. 
25. Damali: Respectfully decline, anonymity of survey will get you the answers you want or 

don’t want. This company gives you graphs and all that.  
B. So I will change this to a questionnaire. 

1. Frances: If you need any help let us all know.  
 
VI. Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

A. I need help tomorrow for the event at 12:30 P.M. I will send a message in the chat. 
B. Thursday during club hours is the club fair, I’m assuming we will all be there so we won’t have an 

event during that time. But we will have an evening event, will also need help for that.  
1. Isabel: For Thursday’s event do you have a sign up sheet? 

 



2. Erica: No because those have never worked for me, just show up.  
3. Derny: How’s the structure? 
4. Erica: LED kind of games, all spread out.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
 

I. Brandon Paillere | Chair of Arts Committee 
A. Fashion designer has resigned so I will be designing our custom merch. Just letting you all know. 

Ruben collaboration with Baruch does anyone know about it? 
1. Tarak: Part of the Seek Program you had to take students.  
2. Brandon: Baruch website said something about the partnership where there’s $250 given 

for programs, does anyone know about that? 
3. Bianca: Ruben museum, we used to have access to it but it’s no longer a thing.  

 
II. Andrea Valverde | Executive Secretary 

A. USG Office Hours will begin Monday, please sign up on the sheet! Otherwise, we will have to 
assign time to all of you. 

 
III. Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator 

A. Received a question about bash… 
1. Derny: Next bash meeting will be on February 8th. 

 
IV. Nicole Taniguchi | Representative Senator 

A. When are we going to vote on next representative senators. 
1. Isabel: we’ve officially launched representative senator application, so it will be open 

until 2 Mondays from now and then we’ll have them come in on the Tuesday after and 
vote on it then.  

 
V. Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator 

A. Isabel, are we following up with CUNY Dreamers? 
1. Isabel: Yea they had a meeting last friday, they went to DC and were protesting. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
 

I. Dimali Smith | Director of Student Life 
A. New fitness challenge to get in better shape for students to learn to be in better health for 40 

students. Tuesday and thursday club hours, trainers are here.  
 

II. Isabel Arias | President 
A. Talked to you guys if you were here at last week’s meeting. Super proud of you for fall’s progress. 

Really looking forward to keep this up for Spring.  
1. Derny: send empowerment ideas to us and take initiatives throughout the semester. Let us 

know about ideas.  

 



ADJOURNMENT 

 
I. Motion to adjourn Senate Meeting #18 at 7:16 P.M by Brandon Paillere. Motion Passes 15-0-0. 

 
 

 


