
 

Senate Meeting #10 
 

Meeting Date: October 31st, 2017 Meeting Time: 5:30 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

Location: USG Conference Room Note Taker: Andrea Valverde 

 
 

Attendees: 

Isabel Arias | President Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 

Andrea Valverde | Executive Secretary Ehtasham Bhatti | Executive Treasurer 

Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 

Arvis Chen | Chair of Clubs & Organizations David Barros | Chair of Finance 

Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing [LATE] Rachel Liang | Chair of Graphic Design 

Suzanna Egan | Chair of Appeals Arseny Averyanov | Representative Senator 

Brandon Paillere | Representative Senator Brian Ronquillo | Representative Senator 

Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator Josue Mendez | Representative Senator 

Lin Lin | Representative Senator  Michael Cherry | Representative Senator 

[ABSENT] Molly Bhuiyan | Representative Senator Tarak Chowdhury | Representative Senator 

Zakari Abubakar | Representative Senator  

 
*Meeting begins at 5:30 P.M.* 

PASSING OF THE MINUTES 

 
Minutes #9: Motion Passes 17-0-0. 



REPORTS 

 
 

I. Suzanna Egan | Chair of Appeals 
A. Motion to allocate UCLA under program line “Mentorship” for a total of $595. 

1. Motion Passes: 16-0-1. 
B. Motion to allocate Muslim Student Association under program line “CUNY-Wide Conference” 

for a total of $980. 
1. Club Representative: Last semester we had a CUNY-Wide Conference, we had over 7 

CUNYs come and join us. We had about 150 students. We want to have it this semester 
as well, USS delegations provided money for us last semester but it took way too long to 
get reimbursed, and although we are getting money from them this year too we are 
requesting some more money from USG. I would ask for a bit more in miscellaneous line 
because we have so many panelists we want to give them all gifts of $15 mugs to thank 
them. 

2. Suleman: Are the panelists confirmed? 
3. Club Representative: We’ve reached out to 10 people, none set in stone yet. We know 

we’ll get 4-5 for sure. 
4. Suzanna: The reason why there’s nothing in miscellaneous is because it’s so much in 

advance and they don’t have the number of people confirmed. 
5. Hamed: Could they re appeal? 
6. Suzanna: No but they can do budget modification. 
7. Brian: How much are you asking for miscellaneous? 
8. Club Representative: I requested $150 but $90 could be fine. 
9. Derny: You guys can just amend this if you want to increase it or leave it as and have the 

club modify later on. 
10. Suzanna: They have a projected number of people but nothing confirmed. 
11. Soft vote on increasing miscellaneous to $90. 

a) Soft Vote Passes: 12-5-0. 
12. Club Representative: Multiple rooms necessary but they have not confirmed the room 

to this date. 
13. Lin: Previous name of the event, I do not see it in their budget. 
14. Club Representative: We did not have a USG budget for the event last year it was 

through USS funding. 
15. Vote on amending original allocation to add $90 in miscellaneous. 

a) Vote Passes: 9-7-1. 
16. Motion to add $90 to miscellaneous. 

a) Motion Passes: 9-7-1. 
C. Motion to allocate Muslim Business Association under program line “Islamic Panel” for a total of 

$630. 
1. Club Representative: Islamic panel, large scale event on how our faith corresponds with 

the guidelines of business. Time to incorporate that aspect through our club. 
2. Tarak: Open to all students? 
3. Club Representative: Yes. 
4. Motion Passes: 13-0-4. 



D. Motion to allocate African Student Association under program line “Taste of Africa” for a total of 
$187. 

1. Club Representative: We are appealing because we want this show to be big, it’s our 
signature show. Last year we had a guest performance and it didn’t fill the seats but it did 
bring a lot of attention. Year before that we had 200 guests, last year the audience 
increased to 400. This year we wanted to bring a much more current artist, everybody is 
aiming for $10,000, the person we were able to get was $7,000 which is already over 
budget. 

2. Club Representative: This year for Mason Hall it’s over $2,000. Holds us back from 
doing more things. We need to pay for lights, designers, DJ, and host. We don’t have the 
money to achieve our goals for this event. 

3. Club Representative: We need to get food for the models, DJ, lights, we do sell tickets. 
4. Isabel: Did they not have the performer confirmed or something, [why are we not giving 

them the entire money requested]? 
5. Suzanna: There was a debate with the performer because they offered him $7,000 

without getting any quotes from the artist. 
6. Club Representative: Via email he had offered $9,000 at first but eventually we 

convinced him to lower that amount to $7,000. *Suzanna shows email between club and 
artist.* [Proves club offered amount without any previous quotes from the artist]. 

7. Club Representative: Everyone we reached out to said over $10,000, that’s why we 
offered $7,000. 

8. Suzanna: The issue is that as student activity fee, they just offered this amount to a guy 
for money that wasn’t even in their budget. They have no details before offering their 
amount, I don’t consider it valid to offer money they don’t have in their budget. 

9. Brian: In their $10,000 requester amount, under contractual you said for food shouldn’t 
it be for under refreshments? 

10. Suzanna: Yes, they never requested money for refreshments so I don’t know why they’re 
bringing that up now. 

11. Damali: You said you need more money for lights? 
12. Club Representative: Yes, so the additional $2,500 would be for Mason Hall space for 

DJ and host. 
13. Suzanna: $4,145 would be for the rest. 
14. Brandon: I know they messed up, but with $187 in contractuals they can’t do much for 

their event. 
15. Suzanna: They gave me no other options, they didn’t show me other performers. 
16. Club Representative: We did reach out to other performers. 
17. Derny: You offered him $7,000 without having him tell you how much. 
18. Club Representative: Last year, we reached out performers and their range is always 

$10,000 and above even $20,000 and above. $7,000 was just a good number for us. 
Rachel Liang walks in at 6:00 P.M. 

19. Isabel: Do you have the other emails available that told you the higher amounts. 
*E-mails shown* 

20. Suzanna: This is another performer that they offered $8,000 but the performer replied 
asking for $25,000. 

21. Club Representative: As Africans, that’s how we do business we offer them how much 
we have and then we do business from there. 

22. Derny: Putting aside the fact that you offered first, did the current performer confirm? 
23. Club Representative: Yes, it’s on the email. 



24. Lin: Personally, I feel there’s a lack of research on how much these performers charge. 
Let’s say $6,500 is the total for everything including flights we shouldn’t offer a high 
number without knowing. 

25. Tarak: If you’re offering someone $8,000 I’m sure they wouldn’t ask for less than that. 
26. Club Representative: We’re aware of how much these artists charge, we asked other 

schools where they have performed. 
27. Club Representative: These artists are coming internationally they only come for big 

venues like Barclays etc. so they expect a lot. 
28. Erica: So the $7,000 covers airfare and everything right? If airfare goes up, he won’t ask 

for more money? 
29. Club Representative: No. 
30. Josue: Ticket sales goes to who? 
31. Club Representative: Goes back to USG. 
32. Suzanna: The debate was not for 4,7 or 8 but rather that they offered money they didn’t 

have. 
33. Ehtasham: The artist is coming from California right? 
34. Club Representative: Yes, but we don’t know if he’ll be going back. 
35. Damali: If you don’t get this budget, no performers? 
36. Club Representative: Yes. 
37. All in favor of increasing contracts to $7,000 

a) Soft-vote fails: 5-5-8. 
38. Erica: Could they come back and appeal for this event again? 
39. Isabel: No. 
40. Brandon: I want them to have a performer for this event, could we just say to not do this 

from here on forward? 
41. Suzanna: We already said this for NABA. 
42. Damali: It’s problematic because they offered the performer the money. Auditors will 

ask for more documentation. These emails would not be okay with the auditors and the 
performer will not get paid, how do we know you are not getting a kick back? This could 
go through BOD and still not get paid because of that one email. It could be a real issue. 

43. Student: Evidence is messy I understand. 400 people is a lot of publicity for Baruch. Can 
we somehow revisit this discussion? 

44. Damali: BOD meeting is next week, it has to pass today to be heard at the BOD meeting 
and be able to be used for the event. 

45. Erica: Say we approve it and it goes to BOD what is the likelihood that it’ll get approved 
by BOD? 

46. Damali: Tons of questions about the performer will come up, it’ll be tough 
47. Derny: Are they going to send you any documentation? 
48. Club Representative: Yes, we could ask for more documentation. 
49. Michael: Can we put a stipulation asking for more documentation? 
50. Isabel: They probably will get those papers anyway it’s just an issue of how they offered 

the money. 
51. Club Representative: For another artist he sent us a PPT asking for a lot of things, 

which totaled $10,000+. 
52. Tarak: That’s fair, that should’ve been the case with the performer confirmed. 
53. Isabel: I don’t know if you already confirmed confirmed the $7,000, but you wouldn’t 

have a problem with the artist that gave you a quote of $10,000. 



54. Lin: They started negotiating since October 15th, the performer has been really 
responsive, but the club sent an email October 16th, then they waited 10 days and replied 
saying they want to book him. 10 days they could’ve negotiated the amount 

55. Tarak: $10,000 is only for performance, what’s the rest he wants? 
56. Club Representative: His performance alone would be $10,000, the rest was listed but 

not with prices. 
57. Erica: If the appeal goes through and they get the $10,000 for the performance could 

they come back asking for co-sponsorships? 
58. Isabel: Max for co-sponsorship is $500, yes they could but I don’t know how much it 

would cover. 
59. Suzanna: This doesn’t make sense, to vote on an arbitrary number, we can’t just take 

random things and give them $10,000. 
60. Damali: So just to give a little perspective, last year they appealed for $1,000 and they 

did not use their appeal money for the show. Money just went wasted that another club 
could’ve used. BOD will ask about that.  

61. Ehtasham: Appeal seems unlikely, only logical solution is if USG and ASA co-hosts and 
USG covers some of the bills. We’ll just be splitting more of the event. 

62. Savanna: It’s not a deal, USG has to agree to do it. 
63. Ehtasham: All of your other options seem to not be available. 
64. Tarak: It would just mean ASA & USG ‘s event. We take the monetary issue and we 

make sure USG covers the bill. 
65. Isabel: This will set a precedent stating that if a club doesn’t get an appeal we’re just 

going to jump in and co-host if the appeals paperwork wasn’t fully prepared, so just be 
aware. 

66. Damali: USG co-hosting doesn’t solve the problem of them making the offer first. 
Auditors may not pass this. It looks suspicious. If you’re an independent agency looking 
at it, it looks suspicious. 

67. Club Representative: We do have other options where other performers offered an 
amount first, it’s in the emails. 

68. Soft vote on whether we should increase contracts line. 
a) Soft Vote Fails: 0-13-5. 

69.  Motion to pass original appeal.  
a) Motion Passes: 14-0-4. 

 
II. Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 

A. Joint  committee on curriculum and articulation met last week: 2 faculty members from each 
school, 2 members from USG, and one undergraduate student. Highlights were that freshman 
seminar was changed to first-year seminar to be more gender inclusive. When we first start off we 
have to take calculus or precalculus, calculus MTH 2207 passing grade is 30%, they wanted to 
make a prerequisite where you had to take precalculus and basically get a 50% to take calculus. If 
you score below a 48% on your departmental final you automatically fail the class. They wanted 
to pass an experiment where they would set passing grade as a C- but its didn’t pass because there 
was too much controversy. There’s currently no prerequisite to get onto calculus. I wanted to 
`reiterate that Derny and I are voting members so it’s very important that we’re there. 

B. Meme Event Updates: Room 3-215, November 16 12:30- 2:30 P.M. working with Nicole and 
Erica, sorry Nicole and Rachel for the flyer and marketing. I’m having people form 3 persons 
teams, audience will vote on the best caption from all the teams. Winning team will be given $25 
gift cards each. I want to raffle off 10 raffle gift cards to the audience members. 



1. Derny: 3 persons team? 
2. Suleman: Creating a form to send out to clubs and individuals, by the end of this week. 
3. Rachel: How are audience members going to choose? 
4. Suleman: Based on room capacity, with not a huge turn out; I’m just going to have them 

raise their hands. 
5. Derny: How can we help you? 
6. Suleman: No USG team, my committee has been doing a lot of work. Maybe closer to 

the date in terms of serving food etc. 
7. Isabel: What will be the food? 
8. Suleman: From tall grass burgers. 

 
III. Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

A. Lip sync battle, November 16th from 6 to 9 P.M in the MPR! If you want to perform as USG team 
it’s still open, no one has expressed interest but you can always just tell me, deadline is this 
Thursday to sign up. If you guys know of any clubs please let them know of the deadline! 

1. Nicole: We were going to market the event more than the sign-up. But my committee has 
been saying we should give out material for clubs to sign up. 

2. Erica: My committee is mostly freshman, so they’re not involved in many clubs. I could 
go around and ask clubs but I’m just one person, that’s why I’m asking you guys to help 
because you are all involved. 

3. Zakari: Is it possible for you to make a list of what clubs you want in particular? 
4. Erica: It’s open to everyone. 
5. Derny: What we can do is have people that are parts of clubs and have them reach out to 

them. 
6. Tarak: You could just go on the master sheet and pick what clubs you know and go talk 

to them. 
7. Erica: They have expressed interest but they haven’t literally signed up. 
8. Nicole: You should go around with a clipboard and have them sign up on that. 
9. Arvis: What clubs have expressed interest and not signed up? 
10. Erica: PFN, MOB, Thespian club has emailed me about it. 
11. Arvis: Almost every night I go to these clubs and say hi to them, so they know me. At 

2:30 P.M. on Thursday I think you and I and some of your committee members we could 
go around have them sign up. Also, Health and wellness center are giving out cookies 
and cream, and we could give that as an incentive. 

12. Erica: I have class at 2:30 P.M.,  so anyone else available to go around Thursday? 
*names written down* 

13. Daniel: Have any individuals signed up? 
14. Erica: I haven’t opened that form yet. 
15. Derny: How else can we help? 
16. Erica: The day of event, serving food and getting people hyped. Also, still have 2 open 

judge slots. I don’t know how I’m going to go about it. 
17. Frances: Maybe someone from Arts and Performance Department. 
18. Savanna: I could ask someone from Provost. 
19. Emma: Random audience member is that off the table? 
20. Erica: It just stresses me out. 
21. Khin: What about a student from the dorms? Or have a 10 minute raffle for someone 

from the crowd. 



B. Next groups of events is finals week, I sent out the form after last meeting and I got like 2 
suggestions. If you have any suggestions please come talk to me, your input is as just as valid as 
my committee’s. Please let me know o I could work on it. I’ll send out the form again but it’s also 
on our drive under suggestions form. 

 
IV. Isabel Arias | President 

A. USS alternate Delegate Form: we had quite a few applications, 8 people applied with essays. 
There’s only one person here. 

1. Razieh: This is something I have done in the past , I was with USS last year, let me know 
if you have any questions I can answer them. 

2. Damali: Who are you? 
3. Razieh: Razieh Arabi, transfer student from QCC, I’m a junior here, I was in USS and 

Treasurer for Queenborough Student Government Association on campus. My major is 
accounting, internship with congresswoman. 

4. Derny: Why did u get involved in USS? 
5. Razieh: I also debated as Hillary Clinton last year. Involvement and community is 

important to me, USS is being involved on campus but also looking at bigger picture. 
Important to see how the organization functioned and see how all colleges come together 
as one unit for all students. 

6. Denry: What do you hope to achieve? 
7. Razieh: It’s a lot of learning, I know Daniel Dornbaum and Jasper were very involved. 

For that year, it was a lot of learning, I did put myself right into the pool for running for 
vice chair. I was new but still wanted to give it a shot, it’s a democracy but its own 
democracy and it does affect the way the real democrats work in the real world. My goal 
is collaborating with more of the delegates in terms of how we work as a body because 
there was separation last year. Keep the momentum at a higher level so we can keep a 
different legacy behind, maybe changing it to something completely different and 
evolving into a new democracy. 

8. Brandon: She went to leadership weekend, we had tons of conversations about USG, she 
really likes this, she’s an activist. 

9. Motion to nominate Razieh as our USS Alternate Delegate. 
a) Motion Passes: 16-0-2. 

 
V. Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing  

A. Committee meeting: we came up with a lot of ideas to try to get involvement for signing up. We 
wanted to do a video for lip sync battle. The idea is a throwback lip sync video of a mash up 
through the hallways. We were hoping to get club representatives signed up to perform to do a 
little cameo and put it all together. Look cute next Tuesday. 

1. Erica: 90s/2000s attire recommended for video. 
2. Nicole: Few people from my committee already signed up. Will be shooting Tuesday 

club hours but now maybe be pushed to Thursday next week. Please be in the video, 
won’t be too long. Shorter does better on fb. 

B. I asked Arvis for list of clubs that chartered last year, working on monthly series on social media 
of the new clubs and show what they’re about. There are some clubs that have been around for 4/5 
years and are now inactive. We are probably going to do a separate campaign for those clubs. My 
end goal is to have a day dedicated to putting these clubs out there. (“what’s new Wednesday?”) 
Then we’ll move onto making a video for Frances’ event. 

 



VI. David Barros | Chair of Finance 
A. Motion to allocate $350 to the AMWA: 

1. Zakari: Why was their GIM cut substantially? 
2. David: They were planning to have it on October but the BOD meeting is Nov 9th so they 

can’t have it. 
3. Brandon: Why did we cut co-sponsorship? 
4. David: We usually give $25 for co-sponsorship for new clubs. 
5. Arvis: Why do we limit $25 for co-sponsorships? 
6. Isabel: It usually goes the least spent, every single club overestimates this amount. From 

a finance committee perspective, almost every club doesn’t spend it so we typically start 
with a short amount. 

7. Arvis: Were they satisfied? 
8. David: Yes. 
9. Hamed: This is a new club? Doesn’t every new club start with $500? 

Zakari Abubakar leaves at 7:20 P.M. 
10. David: No, that’s the max they can get. 
11. Motion Passes: 17-0-0. 

B. Motion to allocate $370 to the College Dems Club: 
1. David: They had a line of $200 for a fundraiser event, we don’t fund fundraisers. 
2. Motion Passes: 17-0-0. 

C. Motion to allocate $1,340 to the Mock Trial Association: 
1. Brandon: Why was mock trial meetings cut so much? 
2. David: This cut is because we averaged $5 per person and they’re only expecting 15 

people to show up. 5 *15 once a month we came up with this new amount. Last time they 
were allocated $1,390 and they only spent about $600 so that’s also why. 

3. Isabel: It’s another club that kind of falls under the same umbrella as Roller hockey club, 
so just be aware. 

4. David: They don’t compete off-campus. 
5. Isabel: Never mind then. 
6. Motion Passes: 17-0-0. 

 
VII. Isabel Arias | President 

A. August and September MVP announcements. Then we’ll have a form go out for October. 
B. I have gone through all the minutes and marked everyone who has been absent or late to meetings. 

Based on the rule that we created there are already certain ppl who will not be paid for certain 
months. 

1. Tarak: The way it sounded was like it was allowed to miss two meetings. 
2. Isabel: People shouldn’t be taking it that way. Every two times you miss you wont get 

paid for that month. 
3. Arvis: Can you explain how it goes? 
4. Isabel: If you’re absent it’s one , another absent that’s 2 and you’re not paid. If you’re 

late or leave early it counts as half so two of those count as one whole one. 
5. Derny: We shouldn’t have to have this discussion but you guys have been missing 

meetings. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 



 
I. Brian Ronquillo | USG Retreat 

A. 23 Sign ups and 4 people missing the waiver from those, the sign-up is open for everyone to do so 
but it has to be done by the end of the meeting today. 

 
II. Tarak Chowdhury | Book Drive 

A. Tarak: book drive, the ppl did confirm that they will take the books he is taking the books on 
Thursday and having them done on Friday. 

1. Suzanna: What is going on with the clothes? 
2. Derny: Going to work with Arseny and get the clothes out by the end of the week. 

III. Erica Yang | Volunteer Requirements for Senators 
A. What will the volunteer requirement for senators be? 

1. Isabel: Set up office hours for senators so everyone knows when they are available. 
2. Suleman: In the case we have open hours, will we redirect the people to come to the 

available senator? 
3. Tarak: Will we need a person sign-up for office hours? 
4. Isabel: Each person will choose an amount of hours 
5. Isabel: It will only be required for representative senators, but at a certain point it should 

not be a requirement. 
6. Tarak: How will we regulate? 
7. Brandon: If senators are not willing to do their job as representative senators, they 

should leave the table. 
8. Suleman: USG office hours. 
9. Michael: Gather everyone available at that time. 
10. Isabel: I would like representative senators to do a certain amount of hours a week. # of 

time slots throughout the week and that’s when we’ll hold USG office hours. 
11. Andrea: I could take care of creating sign up sheet.  
12. Hamed: I like approaching people I don’t leave it to people to approach me. I feel like 

staying in here would limit my efforts. 
13. Daniel: We could do tabling as well. 
14. Erica: We have people that come to USG area, they get sent here and then no one is here. 

That’s why it was an idea to begin with. I know a lot of you talk to people outside, people 
do come here. 

15. Student: Have people walk around the clubrooms. 
16. Isabel: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, tabling office hours or both. Andrea 

will make a sheet for it. 
17. Frances: I don’t think every week we should table. Twice a month is enough. 
18. Derny: I don’t think that’s sufficient, we should be there every week. 
19. Daniel: It could be a form of marketing as well. We could build connections with 

students. 
20. Tarak: you really need two people a day. 
21. Isabel: Just  for representative senators. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

I. Daniel Morote | Legislative Affairs Update 



A. Event happening tomorrow at 6 before debate, you could take pictures with de blasio. In front of 
cuny graduate center. Thinking of town hall event, starting a sign-up sheet for attendance. We will 
ask for feedback from this semester and suggestions for next semester 

 
II. Lin Lin | USG files 

A. We have a lot of files shared in the drive. Any way we can filter it? 
1. Erica: We have a folders so we can put all the documents USG related in it. 

III. Hamed Doumbia | USG Apparel 
A. Asked about the apparel, not many people know who USG representatives are. Arm bands? 

1. Daniel: Not arm band, can we get funds from selling apparel? 
2. Ryan: Do we not have funds still? 
3. Isabel: Not enough to cover. 
4. Brandon: Our fashion department will be in charge of that. 

 
IV. Arvis Chen | Basketball Game  

A. Basketball game this Friday. 
 

V. Derny Fleurima | Bash Committee 
A. Bash committee, first meeting on November 14th 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 
I. Motion to adjourn Senate Meeting #10 at 8:00 P.M. Motion Passes 17-0-0. 

 

 
  
  
  
 


