
 

Senate Meeting #1 

 

Meeting Date: August 29th, 2017 Meeting Time: 5:43 P.M. - 8:19 P.M.  

Location: USG Conference Room Note Taker: Andrea Valverde 

 
 

Attendees: 

Isabel Arias | President Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 

Andrea Valverde | Executive Secretary Ehtasham Bhatti | Executive Treasurer 

Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 

Arvis Chen | Chair of Clubs & Organizations David Barros | Chair of Finance 

Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing Rachel Liang | Chair of Graphic Design 

Suzanna Egan | Chair of Appeals Arseny Averyanov | Representative Senator 

Brandon Paillere | Representative Senator Brian Ronquillo | Representative Senator 

Hamed Doumbia | Representative Senator Josue Mendez | Representative Senator 

Lin Lin | Representative Senator Michael Cherry | Representative Senator 

Molly Bhuiyan | Representative Senator Tarak Chowdhury | Representative Senator 

Zakari Abubakar | Representative Senator  

 
*Meeting begins at 5:43 P.M.* 

PASSING OF THE MINUTES 

 
Minutes #27 from USG 2016-2017: Motion Passes 19-0-0. 



REPORTS 

 
 

I. Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 
A. Official nomination of those who are chairing a committee 

1. Suleman Aleem, VP of Academic Affairs, 19-0-0 
2. Daniel Morote, VP of Legislative Affairs, 19-0-0 
3. Frances Subervi, VP of Campus Affairs, 19-0-0 
4. Erica Yang, Chair of Student Services, 19-0-0 
5. Suzanna Egan, Chair of Appeals, 19-0-0 
6. Arvis Chen, Chair of Clubs and Organizations, 19-0-0 
7. Rachel Liang, Chair of Graphic Designs, 19-0-0 
8. Nicole Taniguchi, Chair of Marketing, 19-0-0 
9. David Barros, Chair of Finance 

a) Lin: I know we are new to each other, I know from last semester I think I’m the 
only person from this table that didn’t run with everyone but I want to 
recommend myself to be Chair of Finance. I want to give it a try. 

b) Hamed: That position if highly vital, Chair of Finance needs to be occupied by 
someone with experience of how it works, Lin has that type of experience from 
the past USG, if she doesn’t get that position it would be good to see her as a 
partner. 

c) Tarak: I think we should give everyone a chance, both Lin and David should 
give us an idea of their plans for us to vote between them based on that. 

d) David: This is news to me, whatever the turnout, I do commit myself to stay in 
the Finance Committee along with Lin if she gets the position. I have the time 
for it and commitment, I’m only taking two classes. This position was the reason 
why I didn’t get any internships for these semesters, I am doing the work, I’m 
very capable of performing anything for this position. It’s just very convenient 
that I have the time for it, I have gotten great help from Alex and Lin, she’s 
great. I would like to do this job and I think I can do it. 

e) Lin: I’ve been working with David over the summer, but the Finance Committee 
has to do the budget and it has to be done really quickly. The BOD meeting 
would be on the 14th and the deadline is this week, everything had to be pushed 
back, we need to finalize all BOD stuff before that I have to present to everyone, 
it takes time because we need the clubs to be familiarized with the BOD process, 
I wouldn’t say it’s complicated but it’s long. We need to meet with clubs and go 
over each detail and state how much budget we are allowed to give to them. 
Regardless, I’m still really passionate about the Finance Committee and I’ll still 
dedicate myself to David and this committee. 

f) Derny: Recognizes Ms. Damali Smith. 
g) Damali: The position manages budget for clubs, David and Lin are different but 

they have equal learning curves, the job can be learned! Think it through, 
everyone is new, everyone gets an opportunity to learn. 

h) Zakari: I think we have to take into consideration time commitment, David is 
only taking two classes, no jobs or internships. Lin, what are your 
responsibilities? 



i) Lin: In regard to time management, a lot of the times we’re meeting with clubs 
so it will mainly be during club hours, my job is really flexible and I can talk to 
my manager and have the day off. I can change my schedule according to clubs’ 
availability. Time management wouldn’t be a problem. 

j) Arseny: Let’s take this into consideration, Lin you mentioned you might be 
more experienced than David but I’d like to encourage taking time to dedicate 
yourself to learning, I know david has the capability to learn the job. 

k) Frances: I agree, Damali and everyone has mentioned  we are all new and I 
wouldn’t want to get kicked off my position. 

l) Lin: You both mentioned good things about being new members on the table, 
but you’re on a different position, I’m in a finance position, I would be able to 
improve the process. A lot of clubs need to have the budgets right away, that 
money is set out for clubs to use it and put together events right away. My main 
goal is to improve the process, I encourage everyone to learn new things, that’s 
why last year I spent my time with the committee. I’m not saying because I’m 
experienced, I need to be the Chair, it’s because I sacrificed my time to learn. 

m) David: Good point, but since I was just given that position, a lot of ppl just came 
at me and as I’m given this work, I’m becoming familiar with how the process 
goes, big shout out to Alex. I think I am also able to look at it from a different 
perspective. 

n) Zakari: to e-board- are we moving to voting? 
o) Isabel: We’ll first have a soft vote, based on that we’ll see if there’s any more 

discussion, then we’ll go to a real vote. 
p) Damali: You’ll have a soft vote, if there’s not enough people to add her to the 

slate, then you move on. If there is enough people, then you have a vote off. 
q) Derny: soft vote on the discussion of adding Lin to the ballot, 12-6-1, majority 

in favor. 
r) Suleman: I motion to amend the original motion and add Lin to the ballot with 

David. 
s) Arvis: My job is to represent the clubs. What are your plans for organizations 

and how do you plan to execute them? 
t) Lin: A lot of clubs are new, I’ve reached out to all clubs and Ehtasham, created 

a contact list of current club's eboard, then I’ll email them on what the process 
is. A lot of clubs emailed me saying they have a late budget, before the meeting 
I was going over the budget process with Rahid. So I’m helping him out so he 
could be ready. Action: reach out clubs, let them know that we are doing 
budgets and you need a budget, let them know we exist, and make them aware 
so they are prepared. 

u) David: The way I would help you, it revolves around the accessibility; I’m 
always here. In the morning, I’m always in my office, club leaders come to me 
with questions. I think it’s very important to be there for them at all times 
especially cause I know what it’s like since I come from a club. We have put out 
the excel sheets, club leaders have put their contact info so we could let them 
know about the process of late budget. I want to make sure I keep them aware of 
how the budgeting process goes. 

v) Isabel: We’re gonna table this till the end of the meeting. 
 

II. Isabel Arias | President 



A. OSL holds Leadership Weekend, happening September 15th. They are holding 10 spots for USG 
members, priority to those who haven’t been on the trip before. If anyone is interested, please let 
me know. 

B. I need 10 names for ppl interested in joining the Faculty Student Disciplinary Committee. Need 
two people for Curriculum Committee. 

1. Dean Arthur King: Disciplinary committee is very important particularly for those 
thinking of law school, consists of hearing cases of students who are coming in for 
academic integrity, you will determine the faith of your peers. All schools have this 
process, ultimately it would be 2 people but we would want more. I would really like for 
you to be part of this. 

2. Damali: Academic curriculum committee deals with changes to the curriculum, 
requirements to get into a class. Perfect if you have an interest in academics. 

3. *Volunteer names taken down* 
C. I’d like to introduce Karl from Student Life. 

1. Karl: Thank you for recognizing me. I’m new Associate Director for OSL, my primary 
responsibility is working with advisors. We’ve been doing the bolt trainings. We are 
doing a new initiative in BOLT, we will have open office hours, Crystal, Oliver, and I. 
Open office hours in the club suite, it’s in email publications and clubs can just stop by. 
So we’re working on having that open door set up. 

a) Arvis: Is the new club request form open? 
b) Karl: Yes live as of yesterday on MyBaruch 

 
III. Andrea Valverde | Executive Secretary 

A. I’d like to just share that the procedure to book USG conference room has been shared with you all 
and clubs. So even if you’d like to have a committee meeting, please follow the regular procedure 
to keep this organized. 

B. USG Suite lockers have all been assigned and shared with you all already. If you have any 
questions in regard to lockers, please ask me after the meeting. 

C. Finally, USG business cards are ready for pick up. If you have not yet picked up your business 
cards, please do so as soon as you can and don’t forget to sign off on it.  

 

IV. Suleman Aleem | VP of Academic Affairs 
A. Next Tuesday, in the USG conference room, there will be a committee meeting for anyone 

interested in joining. Recap of last meeting, excel year scholarship and how that would integrate 
into Baruch. I’ll keep you all updated on upcoming meetings. 

 
V. Erica Yang | VP of Student Services 

A. We’ve had events Monday and today. Tomorrow’s welcome week event is 12:30-2:30. Thursday 
is most important , I would like to request that the whole table be present because we are supposed 
to be there for the students, we are the face. Thursday night we have an event 6-9, volunteer form 
will be shared tonight. Will very much appreciate if people signed up. 

 
VI. Tarak Chowdhury | Representative Senator 

A. Arseny and I have been working on USG’s GIM (happening September 19th) for freshmen or 
anyone interested in USG. Arseny will take care of the actual event itself. I’ve put a team together 
for the video. We want an introduction of USG, walking from 6 train all the way to USG suite, 
need everyone on the table to be in the video. We will record a word or two of what USG means to 
you. We’ll start reaching out to you to schedule a time to meet to film. 



 
VII. Nicole Taniguchi | Chair of Marketing 

A. Sent out our first newsletter. Any senators who are chairs or VPs having committee meetings, let 
me know before that Sunday or even two weeks in advance to put that info on the newsletter. Rad 
and I want to rehaul USG website because people don’t even know we have a website. “Who’s 
who” section needs an update, I can totally do that. I’m working on the website, making it more 
accessible to students. Also, the convocation form where students expressed committee interest, 
everyone should follow up with those students! 

 
VIII. Rachel Liang | Chair of Graphic Design 

A. In the USG 17-18 there is a file graphics request form which must be submitted 2 weeks in 
advance. Fill out if you need anything from her. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
I. Isabel Arias | President 

A. OSL has been very generous in making themselves available, they would really like it if you guys 
would schedule some meetings. They’re more than willing to schedule weekly meetings with you 
all. 

1. Damali: We would like an executive board meeting then one with treasurer, appeals, and 
finance. We want to have meetings. At least an introductory meeting. 

 
II. Frances Subervi | VP of Campus Affairs 

B. Savanna and I have been brainstorming, homecoming is like a whole week, if you have any ideas 
that would be helpful. 

 
IX. Dean Arthur King 

A. I’m sure you’re all aware of the devastation news in Texas, how could we help those in Texas? 
Baruch spirit is reaching out and helping those in need. Many years ago we had Sandy and many 
reached out to us. USG could partner with student affairs or OSL to call for a food drive or raise 
money. Wanted to see maybe a food drive or brainstorm with a few of you, they are in need and 
we need to do it right away.  

B. Derny will take a lead on this. 
 

X. Daniel Morote | VP of Legislative Affairs 
A. I shared with you all an excel sheet a while ago. I haven’t been able to come in with packets on 

your elected officials because some people haven’t filled out. 
1. Isabel: Call them out if they haven’t done it by the next meeting. 

RECESS 6:45PM - 6:55PM 

 
I. Motion to go into recess for 10 minutes by Derny Fleurima. Motion Passes 17-1-1. 

 



EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
I. Motion to enter into Executive Session by Derny Fleurima at 6:58 P.M. 

II. Motion to exit out of Executive Session by Derny Fleurima at 8:17 P.M. 
 

ELECTION OF CHAIR OF FINANCE 

 
I. Derny Fleurima | Executive Vice President 

A. Original motion to get David Barros in as Chair of Finance. Motion Passes 17-0-0. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
I. Motion to adjourn Senate Meeting #1 at 8:19 P.M. Motion Passes 15-2-0. 


