
 

Undergraduate Student Government of Baruch College 

Senate Meeting No. 24 

Tuesday, March 24, 2015 

The meeting of the Undergraduate Student Government Senate Meeting No. 24 was called to order at 

5:43 p.m. on Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at Bernard M. Baruch College in Room NVC 3-270. 

 

Present were: 

Connor Levens 

Annie Sourbis  

Christopher Eubanks 

Candice Chatterpaul  

Samuel Rubinstein  

Nardine Salama  

Abraham Albarracin  

Gabriella Vishnevskaya  

Sean Liu 

Benjamin Chatham  

Kevin Damri  

Steven Haung  

Vivian Lau  

Daniel Dornbaum  

Ryan Powers  

Pete Aragones 

Alvin Daniel  

Nora Salama  

Andrew Armoogan 

Cherry Aung  

Alisa Rudy 

 

Absent were:  

President 

Executive Vice President 

Treasurer 

Executive Secretary 

Vice-Presidential Senator for Academic Affairs 

Vice-Presidential Senator for Campus Affairs 

Vice-Presidential Senator for Legislative Affairs 

Vice-Presidential Senator for Student Services 
Representative Senator (Chair—Inter-Club Affairs) 

Representative Senator (Chair—Appeals) 

Representative Senator (Chair—Finance) 
Representative Senator (Chair—Community Outreach) 
Representative Senator (Chair—Marketing) 

Representative Senator 

Representative Senator 

Representative Senator 

Representative Senator 

Representative Senator 

Representative Senator 

Representative Senator 

Representative Senator



 

Executive Vice President Annie Sourbis requested that all Senators please be seated and that all other 

members please be quiet as they approach the rear of the Conference Room for refreshments. The 

meeting was called to order with seventeen (17) Senators present which constituted a quorum to 

conduct business.  

 

The first order of business was to pass the minutes from Meeting No. 23. Executive Secretary Candice 

Chatterpaul motions to pass said minutes. President Connor Levens proposes corrections to those 

minutes that primarily consisted of minor vote counts. The motion to pass the minutes from Senate 

Meeting 23 with corrections is now on the table. Motion passes [13-0-0] 

The second order of business was the reports 

The first report was given President Connor Levens. In his report, he congratulated and thanked Vice-

Presidential Senator, Abraham Albarracin, for putting on a successful Town Hall event earlier this same 

day. He also thanked WBMB for broadcasting both that event and our current senate meeting. Connor 

then moved on to discuss with the senate whether or not social Greeks would be funded next year. The 

idea would be that Social Greek funding would be used for fundraising events and not at all for rushing. 

Questions that were brought up included whether or not we would be funding them individually or as a 

whole. Another question inquired what would happen if we chose not to fund them. The answer to that 

would be that it would be up to next year’s Senate. President Connor Levens then put a pause on his 

report to give attention to the clubs that were being chartered tonight.  

The second report was given by Chair of Interclub Affairs, Representative Senator Sean Liu. Sean shared 

that there were seven (7) clubs that needed to be chartered and that were not given a budget this year. 

Those clubs, along with a brief synopsis of what their club did are as followed:  

1. Women Empowerment for Success: They would like to empower women; their mission is to give 

women confidence and character build through the use of various, fun activities.  

2. Difference Makers: They have a vision of making school more inclusive for students with 

disabilities. They are forming a community that will be inclusive with people who use disability 

services and their supporters.  

3. Consulting Club:  

4. Blue Notes: They are an acapella club who are hoping to move in a room with a piano. They 

already have about 20-40 people attending their rehearsals.  

5. UNICEF: With close to 150 people on their mailing list, UNICEF has raised about $80 and has had 

a lot of growth. They maintain a strong connection with UNICEF outside of Baruch and would 

like to raise more awareness within our school.  

6. Thespian Club: They would like to show people that there are careers in acting, singing, stage 

production and careers of that sort through the use of workshops open to all.  

7. Women Improving Next Generation Society: This is a club where women can come together to 

simply hang out and feel like they belong. They will be having events that are social based, 

major based, and business based.  



Chair of Interclub Affairs, Representative Senator Sean Liu motions to charter Women Empowerment for 

Success, Difference Makers, Consulting Club, Blue Notes, UNICEF, Thespian Club, and Women Improving 

Next Generation Society for the 2014-2015 school year. Motion passes [16-0-1] 

We then went back to discussing our first report given by President Connor Levens. During this 

discussion, many thoughts and concerns were brought up both in support of and against funding Social 

Greeks. Supportive thoughts included how passionate those groups of students were, thus making it feel 

important to fund those students who are still active and who really want these organizations to stay. 

The point was also made that we would not be funding rush, we would only be funding social events and 

community service events that would be opened to the entire Baruch student body. On the contrary, 

concerns were raised that included the fact that before they are able to donate any money they raise, 

they must first pay back their expenses which makes it illogical to fund them. It would also brought up 

that while the events are open to everyone, the actual club/organization is not. It was determined that 

we would decide whether or not Chair of Finance, Representative Senator Kevin Damri would propose a 

budget through a soft vote.  

RESOLVED Kevin will propose funding for Social Greeks 

Connor then reminded the table of three important dates: April 14th will be the first day of budgets, April 

28th will be the second day of budgets, and May 5th will be the Board of Directors meeting.  

We then went back to discussing our second report given by Chair of Interclub Affairs, Representative 

Senator Sean Liu. Sean then reminded the table of the upcoming events that the Undergraduate Student 

Government will be cosponsoring for the week and urges them to all attend. These events will be 

emailed to everyone along with their location and time.  

The third report was given by Vice Presidential Senator for Academic Affairs, Samuel Rubinstein. In his 
report, he informs everyone that the Bearcat Awards has been extended to April 10th. Anyone who is 
not part of the Undergraduate Student Government is eligible to apply. Everyone should make it a point 
to get people to apply and to reach out to professors. We would like to beat last year’s record of 60 
applicants by making it to 100 applicants. There are four (4) Awards; Academic Excellence, School Spirit, 
International Student and Unique Bearcat. You can apply for a maximum of 2 awards, and you can find 
the application at tinyurl.com/bearcatawards2015 

 

The third order of business was unfinished business.  

 Representative Senator, Daniel Dornbaum, reminded everyone that we have one more week to 
obtain signatures for the constitution. The sheets need to be returned to him once they are 
finished. The question is whether or not we should take these sheets to events to be signed. The 
answer that the table has agreed on is that we will take them to USG sanctioned events, but out 
of respect to other clubs, we will not take it to other club’s events.  

 Chair of Community Outreach, Steven Huang, reminded everyone to sign up for Relay for Life. 
The link will be emailed out once the meeting is over.  

 Vice-Presidential Senator for Student Services, Gabriella Vishnevskaya, reminded everyone that 
Baruch’s Got Talent will be this Thursday, March 26th, 2015. Tickets will sell for a suggested 
donation of $10. We should not force people to pay $10, we should more so say that “we are 
asking for $10 per ticket”. Tickets will be selling at the Sdoor; doors will close at 8PM. An email 



has been sent out asking for manpower so please reply to it if you have not done so already. 
Tickets will be sold through every senator.  

 Chair of Appeals, Representative Senator Benjamin Chatham, told the senate that emails will be 
sent out on Sunday regarding appeals and urged everyone to look over them ahead of time. He 
also completed a google form where students can voice their problems. He would like to start 
promoting that google document on second floor.  

The fourth order of business was new business.  

 Chair of Community Outreach, Steven Huang told everyone about an Ice Cream event he would 
like to have happen.  

 Representative Senator Andrew Armoogan tells the table that he is not yet on the senate email 
list, he and Representative Senator Pete Aragones need to be added.  

 Chair of Finance, Representative Senator Kevin Damri, spoke about how budgeting needs to be 
mapped out logically. If the same club holds the same e vent each year for the same amount of 
money, we should give them a reasonable amount of money. We have about $15K less to 
budget out to other clubs. The deadline to submit budgets is Friday, March 27th.  

 President Connor Levens gave a couple different reports for new business 

o We will be working with under $14K for appeals so we must therefore work with this 
during appeals. If we increase one appeal, we must decrease another appeal to balance 
it out.  

o There will be a Black and Latino enrollment seminar on Monday, March 30th between 6-
8PM in the 7th floor Conference Room in the Library.  

o Unfortunately, the DREAM Act got pulled which is something to be aware of. Working 
with Dan and Abe, the USS will be working with it. USS asked for us to share and contact 
the governor to inquire why it was removed.  

o The student tech fee committee meeting on Thursday during club hours chaired by 
Arthur Downing. They are working on an app called “911 Cellular” where public safety 
can be alerted and will arrive to you as quickly as possible. Students should know if 
there was an assault nearby because it is very critical to student safety. We will also be 
promoting the mental health initiative.  

o Mueed will be putting on his event on Thursday so if anyone can make it, please go.  

o Dr. Aaron is threatening to pull the funding for Baruch Bash because he’s uncomfortable 
with the open bar. However, contracts have been signed already.  

o There will be a meeting with Dr. Lubin and the auxiliary board on Thursday. They will be 
discussing study spaces, maybe the Bearcat Lounge. They will also be revamping 
BaruchConnect, and discussing things about the vending machines and the cafeteria 
prices. 

 Representative Senator Daniel Dornbaum spoke about how on the USG Radio Show today, they 
spoke about a faculty member who submitted a letter to the editor called “Faculty say in 
student affairs has potential benefits”.  

 Vice-Presidential Senator for Student Services, Gabriella Vishnevskaya, told the senate that 
unfortunately, Godfrey – who we booked for the Comedy Show – can no longer attend due to a 



TV he will now be filming. On the other hand, we can now get Tony Rock who is Chris Rock’s 
brother.  

The motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:37PM is put on the table. Motion passes [14-1-0] 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Candice Chatterpaul 

Executive Secretary 


