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18 FEBRUARY 2016 / 5:32 PM - 9:45 PM / MEETING # 16 

 

ATTENDEES 

  
 

Annie Sourbis | President Candice Chatterpaul | VP of Student Affairs 

Nardine Salama | Executive VP Nicole Zelenko | VP of Campus Affairs (Absent) 

Isabel Zhao | Treasurer Andrew Armoogan | Representative Senator 

Katy Yu | Executive Secretary Ehtasham Bhatti | Representative Senator 

Sau Fong Lin | Chair of Inter-Club Affairs Joanne Beloy | Representative Senator 

Salma Mohamed | Chair of Finance Larry Biscette | Representative Senator 

Agata Poniatowski | Chair of PR Laura Martinez | Representative Senator 

Ben Chatham | Chair of Appeals Rebecca Clabby | Representative Senator 

Selina Lee | Chair of Marketing Sean Liu | Representative Senator 

Cherry Aung | VP of Academic Affairs Viral Shah | Representative Senator 

Daniel Dornbaum | VP of Legislative Affairs  

PASSING OF THE MINUTES

 

I. Passing of the Minutes 

A. Minutes # 14 & 15. Motion passes 14-0-0 

REPORTS       

 

I. Treasurer | Isabel Zhao 

A. Co-sponsorship for Taste of Africa - Outstanding bill of $250 

i. Entertained the motion to pay the food vendor Gramercy. Motion passes 15-0-0 
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B. Matthew Cohen, was hired as photographer for 4 USG Events – Outstanding bills totaling 

$1,000 

i. 4 events: Bernie, USG Awards, Snow Much Fun, Academic Integrity  

ii. Nardine was in charge of the Snow Much Fun event, and she does not remember 

contracting with Matthew.   

iii. Voucher says it is $125 each 

iv. Annie - one contract has $250 

v. Sam was in charge of the Academic Integrity event, and did not remember asking him 

either 

vi.  Nardine - Contract was never made, so it does not make sense. The Bernies is a 

professional event, so it understandable, but she was positive that Matthew was not 

supposed to get pay for Snow Much Fun  

vii. Candice - If we vote it down, what happens? 

viii. Nardine - Can they make it amendment? Yes, you can, and you can vote on that motion  

ix. Isabel was not aware that the contract was made this semester. This is new information, 

and she think USG should amend and only pay for certain events since certain organizers 

do not remember agreeing to the service. 

x. Damali searched through her emails and only found one contract made with Matthew for 

Voter Registration rally. It is possible that a voucher was created, but it was never 

processed.  

xi. Nardine - contract is suppose to be made before the service started.  

xii. Agata entertained the amendment a motion to table the discussion until further 

information is presented. Motion passes 16-0-0 

II. President | Annie Sourbis 

A. USS Delegate – Emelyn  Fernandez 

i. Last year, she was one of the USS delegates and the USS Vice Chair of International 

Students Affairs. Under that role, she was working on a voting campaign. She created a 

campaign called the “We Ought to Vote”. She also worked for NY State Assembly 

District as a Community Liaison; and outreach fellow for a program providing affordable 

health care in the Bronx. 

ii. Entertained the motion to nominate Emelyn Fernandez. Motion passes 16-0-0 

B. USS Alternate - Levi Rabayev.  

i. He is a second semester Freshman at Baruch. He attended Lincoln High School and was 

the president of his class as well as the treasurer of the national honors society. He 

worked on numerous service projects including fundraising, reading to inner-city students 

and helping out at the annual bike race. At Baruch, he is also now the vice president of 

philosophy club. Annie nominates Levi as a USS alternate delegate. Motion passes 16-0-

0. 

III. Chair of Appeals | Ben Chatham 

A. Beta Alpha Phi | Off Campus Program 

i. Requested - $1,320 

ii. Proposed $450. Motion passes 15-0-0 
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B. ASEDOM | Dominican Independence Day 

i. Requested - $1050 

ii. Proposed $1,000. Motion passes 15-0-0 

C. GLASS | GIMs 

i. Requested $900 

ii. Proposed $320.71. Motion passes 13-1-2. 

iii. Budget complication - There is some ambiguity in regards to the numbers in their current 

budget. Vouchers are not clear. 

iv. Isabel- GLASS emailed her back in January about some voucher submissions but as of 

today, there is nothing there. She asked them to check their mailbox, waiting for them to 

confirm 

v. Nardine - If they do find the voucher, there is stipulation. If what they say is true, they 

will get $363. 

vi. Annie - They need the decision by tomorrow. Isabel needs to make the BOD package 

ready. The deadline is tomorrow. Time is very slim if they can wait until next BOD then 

they may receive the full amount 

vii. Nardine -But, they won’t have enough money for the upcoming meetings 

viii. All in favor of the appeal with the stipulation. Motion passes 13-1-2 

D. Model United Nations | Off Campus Programs 

i. Conference is at NYU and they are planning to attend the National conference in April, 

which will be sponsored by the Weissman School.  

ii. Viral - Do the same people attend all conferences? 

iii. Ben - No, different people attend each conference 

iv. Requested and proposed $945. Motion passes 14-0-1 

IV.  Chair of Finance | Salma Mohammad 

A. 2016-2017 Budget Process 

i. Same proposal from last year; only difference is adding a co-sponsorship line, two more 

event lines, and a budget checklist 

ii. Ideal Timeline  

1. Club Deadline is Monday, April 4th 

2. Senate Meeting - April 12th & 19th  

3. Budgets sent to BOD on or before May 6th and BOD meeting is May 12th 

iii. Consideration is by the success of the club/organization overall 

iv. Private accounts will NOT be regarded when allocating budgets. New information will 

NOT be taken into consideration at the senate meeting nor will any “treasury/E-Board” 

issues be a factor in allocating  

v. Late budgets will not be accepted -- NO exceptions 

vi. USG does not fund bake sales 

1. Nardine - USG doesn’t fund clubs who are fundraising money for themselves. 

They will have to pay out of pocket because the money does not go back to the 

club budget. For instance, if we are fundraising for WIB’s SYS with a suggested 

donation, that money they make goes directly to the charity. 
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2. Damali - If you have a set ticket price, then you have to refund the USG for any 

of the money that you use from the student activity fee. It does not go back to 

USG, it goes back to surplus. If it’s a suggested donation, then all the money 

must go to the charity. You can’t fundraise using student activity fee for your 

own club purpose; it must be given to a recognized charity.  Technically, you 

are not allowed to have bake sale, because it competes with the vendors in the 

cafeteria. Also, the student who make/sell does not have food license. We are 

doing them a favor. However, if someone gets sick, then it is suspended 

3. Dan - What if a club has a budget of $1,000 for fundraising, and they only sell 

$500 worth of brownies? Why do we ask students to pay for something, that they 

are  already paying for? 

4. Nardine - $500 goes to the surplus and it means you did not make any money for 

the charity. You did not lose $500; they try to fundraise but it didn’t work. The 

club gets to promote themselves, hangout flyers, and meet new members. In the 

hope of making extra money, but if not, you are already paying back the student 

activities, and its not like the money is not going back to the students. 

vii. Do we fund clubs if they are hosting an event for heritage month? 

1. USG and GSA give $4,000 to heritage month. The money is given to a 

committee. Clubs use their own budget to host event. The line will not say 

heritage month, it would be just consider as a regular club event  

viii.  2 Rules Changes 

1. No single event can constitute more than 65% of an organization’s total 

budget. Reason being, they should spend more money on variety of events 

instead of one event. This would only affect about 10 clubs. 

2. Incoming Treasurer and/or President of the following year MUST attend the 

meeting 

a. Pick the most likely candidate for the position even though some club 

elections may not occur yet 

ix. All events, retreats, and conferences must be held before July 1st 

x. Nardine - Are you going to do the buffer zone? 

1. We are going by the previous year. It will be 1-5% of the budget, which will be 

about $5,000.  

V. Chair of Clubs and Organizations | Sau Fong Lin 

A. Hack4Baruch 

i. Entertained the motion to charter. Motion passes 15-0-1 

ii. Dan - Is there a way to look at club constitutions before we bring it to the table? It might 

be a good idea for all CIS major students to be part of this club.  

1. As of now, there are a lot of clubs that drop in the middle. Unless, they are in the 

final interview process, then it would be hard to keep track of the club. 

B. Soca’s Mr. & Mrs. Baruch 

i. We need a representative for the event, Mr. or Mrs. USG 

ii. Candice will volunteer be the representative only if no one from the table will be Mr./Mrs 

USG.  She can host the show instead if others want to participate.  
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C. Event Quota 

i. Please remember to check both tabs, cosponsorships and Bernie's events and fill out 

the form 

VI. VP of Legislative Affairs | Daniel Dornbaum 

A. State Assembly Hearing 

i. There was a budget hearing from the higher education committee and the CUNY 

chancellor spoke on CUNY budget items and link will sent out about his testimony 

ii. The speaker of the New York City Council testified and in it supported the rational 

tuition policy 

1. We have close a relationship with the council and today myself and USS went to 

250 Broadway to speak to the Speaker’s Higher Education Communication 

Representative and Council Member Inez Barron about the issue. She was not 

aware about the opposition to what she said. We are hoping to have her support 

for the tuition freeze instead of tuition hike  

iii. Higher Education Action Day – 2/25/16 

1. If anyone is interested, there will be buses leaving in all 5 boroughs which is a 

day trip to Albany. You will be paired with your elected official, state senator, 

and state assembly members. You get to sit with them and talk to them about 

issues surrounding CUNY. It’s a great way to be directly involved in the budget 

process 

2. Candice- Was it possible to make this day as a reading day? 

a. That is not going to happen this year. It falls on a Thursday. 

b. Nardine- Often if you tell your professor how it will affect them, most of 

them will give you a pass. In some syllabi, it says if you are representing 

Baruch at large, that qualifies as an excused absence.  

VII. In House Election | Representative Senator 

A. Nicholas DiMarco 

i. Was involved in student government back in High School for 6 years. He enjoyed 

helping out students, planning for events, and he believes he is outspoken. He is willing 

to reach out to students and make Baruch a better college experience.  

B. Pablo Fuentes 

i. Acquainted with parliamentary process which is the base model for a legislative assembly 

like this one. He is willing to serve and his dedication and duty motivated him to join 

USG. His past experience includes Model NYC Council Project. He was lectured 

rigorously from people in various fields. He was class president for both middle school 

and high school. He advised and implemented policy to reduce crowding in the bathroom 

for nearly 4,000 students. It is his duty to carry his experience to improve the experience 

in Baruch as well 

C. Ryan Powers 

i. Served as a Representative Senator last year and he is now serving as a board member in 

USG. Student advocacy it one of his interest and would like to vote on decision and 

effect the student body as a whole. It his biggest strength to improvise, quick on his feet 
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and solve problem. Being part of this team will make it as a whole. He is more qualify 

this year than before, because of lack of outreach. He is ready to move on to the board 

position and on to this table because of willing to talk to students and understand the 

issue on campus.  

D. Samuel Rubinstein 

i. He would like to bring the Director of Public Safety to the USG meeting and further 

discuss safety issues that need to be addressed. During his past experience in previous 

years, he understands the stress and the workload demand, but overall he enjoyed his 

experience and would like to be part of the team again. Last semester, he did not run for 

the position was because the amount of work needed, such as applying to law school, 

Macaulay application, etc. However, he is now more than ever  ready to be back at the 

table 

E. Isabel Arias 

i. Second semester Freshman, she believes she can push initiatives to help Baruch students. 

Freshman convocation was intimidating but she made it through the crowds, and a 

representative reached out to her and invited her to the first GIM. After her experience, 

USG is where she believes can fit it. It really helped her develop her skills such as 

communication. For example, she attended the Albany Conference to advocate for 

students. She also lead the life size game night during the final exam week, where she 

learnt about time management. She would like to stand up and reach out to students to get 

more involved with student life since it very easily to be isolated and just be another 

person in the crowd 

F. Morissa Morris 

i. When she was a teenager, she was offered one piece of advice that she carries with her 

‘til today which is approach every opportunity not thinking how it will benefit you but 

the how you can benefit the people who gave you the opportunity. Considering the 

opportunity that USG has given her today, she wants to know what she can do to make a 

lasting impact not for herself but for the students. She is currently a corporate 

communication major with a minor in psychology. Essentially, she learnt two 

fundamental things: how to talk and how to think. If she can bring two things to the 

senate table, she will be able to clearly express each idea in every aspect concisely. This 

past year has been a great year for her. Her position as the vice chair of the student 

services committee allowed her to think of creative ideas and executable events. She 

never shies from work and is willing to give a hand whenever needed. She believes she is 

a dependable leader and can get the job done. She is very thankful for the opportunity and 

looks forward to making valuable connections with every student.   

G. Anthony Odie 

i. He is a freshman majoring in Finance. In high school, he served as the co-captain of the 

Debate Team and the President/founder of philosophy club. Not only did he listen to 

ideas and execute them, but he learnt countless soft skills outside of the classroom. His 

interest in USG sparked after listening to Andrew’s experience with the same process. 

Through the months, he met countless members and admire their service to the 

community. He would like to continue because he offers fresh prespective and open 

mindedness. A strong communication with the students is important as well as being 
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approachable, and he makes himself available to talk to people. He can work with both 

USG and faculty. He is in no way a narrow minded or a go with the flow type of guy.  

H. Q & A  

i. What is your favorite food? 

ii. What was your favorite event and how would you like to make it better? 

iii. What is your plan on making students have a better college experience instead of like a 

commuter school?  

iv. If you have unlimited money, what event would you like to throw? 

v. What improvement would you like to see in USG? And how being part of the senate can 

change that?  

vi. What makes you standout and what makes you the best candidate? Name a characteristic 

with one word that make you standout.  

 

Executive Session 7:42PM – 9:16PM 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

 

I. New Representative Senator - Morissa Morris 

ADJOURNMENT

 

I. Motion to adjourn the meeting #16 @ 9:30PM. Motion passes 

 

 


