
Meeting 1: 
 

Meeting Date: August 27th, 2019 Meeting Time: 5:30 P.M. - 6:17 P.M. 
Location: USG Conference Room Note Taker: Nicole Pung 
 

Attendees:   
Dakshatha Daggala | President Joshua Castillo | Executive Vice President 
Tam Phuong | Executive Treasurer  Nicole Pung | Executive Secretary  
Briana Staten | VP of Academic Affairs Robert Da Rita | VP of Campus Affairs 
Kim Kazdal | VP of Legislative Affairs Tony Chen | VP of Student Affairs 
Gigi Kaur | Chair of Appeals Denise Rojas | Chair of Clubs and Orgs 
Aaron D’Souza | Chair of Finance [Late] Annmarie Gajdos | Chair of Graphic Design 
Sandy Dai | Chair of Marketing Andres Aguirre | Representative Senator 
Basil Harding | Representative Senator [Late] Irine Thomas | Representative Senator 
Marvin Argueta | Representative Senator Roshen Varughese | Representative Senator 
Taji Sanders | Representative Senator Yam-Yu Li | Representative Senator 
Yaseen Rana | Representative Senator [Vacant] | Representative Senator 
[Vacant] | Representative Senator   
 
Reports 

 
1. Joshua Castillo | Executive Vice President 

a. Official nomination and voting for committee chairs 
 
**Annmarie Gajdos enters 5:32pm** 
 

i. Aaron D’Souza, Chair of Finance, 15-0-0 
 
**Irine Thomas enter 5:33pm** 
 

ii. Sandy Dai, Chair of Marketing, 16-0-0.  
iii. Gigi Kaur, Chair of Appeals, 16-0-0 
iv. Annmarie Gajdos, Chair of Graphic Design, 16-0-0 
v. Denise Rojas, Chair of Clubs and Organization, 16-0-0 

2. Joshua Castillo | Executive Vice President 
a. Joshua: One of the things that need to be covered for us, we have 2 vacancies on the table right 

now and a potential 3rd vacancy because of student population that we will get informed about in 
mid-October. Not looking very likely, but we’re still figuring it out. The application for 2 open 



representative senator positions will go live tomorrow morning. Let everyone know who’s 
interested. We will be holding elections on Tuesday, September 17th. Applications will be due by 
midnight on September 14th.  

b. Basil: Where do we find the application? 
c. Joshua: It will be posted on all of our social media. You’ll each get a link that you can send out to 

people and USG Instagram.  
3. Dakshatha Daggala | President 

a. Dakshatha: Little rewind on Convocation. It went absolutely  great. I was really proud of you for 
coming through and helping out. You definitely made yourself known to the first year population. 
Let’s continue that energy going into welcome week and future events. Make sure your faces are 
recognizable to the first years and the rest of the population.  

b. Joshua: You guys did great, wonderful job, very proud of all of you. It was amazing. Everyone 
thought it was amazing. 

c. Dakshatha: Moving on. Me and Kim have met with Eric Lugo to talk about voter registration 
drive. Coming up on September 24th is National Voter Registration day. We plan on doing a large 
scale event in the atrium to get as many registrations as we can from students. We partnered with 
nonprofit. I’ll send you an email with all the information. We would like you all there during club 
hours to help increase the hype and to get people registered. We will be sending out information 
through emails tonight. Me and Kim will be taking the webinar. There’s an optional webinar if 
you want to learn how to register people to vote, but me and Kim will be taking the webinar, so 
that we can inform you guys if you have any questions.  

d. Marvin: Is there going to be a form sent out to sign up for… 
e. Dakshatha: The event? 
f. Marvin: Mhm.  
g. Dakshatha: Yes.  
h. Tam: In my opinion, just a suggestion, you guys can try to get some type of giveaway.  
i. Dakshatha: We’re not allowed to.  
j. Tam: We can’t? 
k. Dakshatha: We’re going to do food, but we sign a contract with this organization. We can not 

entice people to register to vote with any sort of giveaway of monetary value. So if we did shirts 
and stuff, it would be in violation of the contract. We can do food, but even then it’s a little bit of a 
still iffy subject.  

l. Roshen: It's not possible to do any sort of voter registration independently right? Without using the 
independent vendor that has that sort of clause. 

m. Dakshatha: What Eric explained to us, it’s an organization that brings together colleges to work on 
voter registration and the youth. They give us a lot of help and information like with poster 
stickers and then they give us. We get 100 voter registration ballots. The reason clause exist is to 
make sure we’re not buying people’s registrations, which is fair.  

n. Savanna: One thing to note is that all the cuny colleges have a special voter registration code on 
their forms. Kim and I will meet next week to talk about it.  

o. Basil: In regards to when we register them, is that for registering here at Baruch specifically or 
registering them to the polling station nearest their home location? 

p. Kim: It’s the one nearest to their home.  
q. Basil: Do we need to have any special certification? 
r. Joshua: Special certification? 
s. Kim: No.  
t. Joshua: No.  



u. Roshen: On top of working with that private vendor, since its a link that anyone online can do, 
pushing that link will probably get you a decent amount of people, too. Cause you can register 
online. 

v. Kim: Yeah, you can register online.  
w. Briana: Could we use the link to have clubs push it and then whatever club gets the most sign ups 

can get cosponsorship since it’s not through the vendor.  
x. Dakshatha: So we do have a plan for that. The only reason we’re not doing it for voter registration 

day is because we have the contract with the vendor. Anything we do in terms of monetary prizes 
for the clubs, we don’t want it to be in violation of the contract. We were thinking of doing it 
before the deadline ends for voter registration for this year.  

y. Damali: So the contract with this organization is just for this voter registration.  
z. Dakshatha: Until that day is over.  
aa. Damali: What day is that? 
bb. Dakshatha: September 24th. After that, we wanted to do a cosponsorship contest with the clubs so 

that the more registrations a club gets, the more incentive they get, the more go cosponsorship 
money they will get. I was actually looking through USG archives and that’s what they had done 
in the past. I thought it was a good idea to bring it back.  

cc. Andres: Two questions. 1) Are we allowed to hand out the link on a piece of paper to incentive 
people, we can do that?  

dd. Dakshatha: That’s not an incentive. It’s just increasing awareness.  
ee. Andres: 2) I’m still concerned over food gray area, is it that we cannot offer but they can accept 

food we’re handing out. 
ff. Dakshatha: It’s like we can’t be like you can't get this food unless you register. Hey, we are giving 

out food but ALSO would you like to register to vote? And if they decide not to register but they 
decide to take food, we can’t stop them either way. 

gg. Mary: With regard to voting, there’s also poll worker positions. People might be more encouraged 
to register to vote. In order to be a poll worker, you have to be 18 and up. You get paid for the poll 
days since you don’t have school. It’s good money. It’s a one day thing. And they can just register 
online and register to vote. You could also advertise that. It’ll be a 2 birds 1 stone thing.  

hh. Andres: Just adding to that, you also get paid for the training days leading up to registration day.  
ii. Roshen: We can also send out a mass email of the voter registration link.  
jj. Dakshatha: We are going to include it in the newsletter. That’s a good idea.  
kk. Tony: Just to confirm, it’ll be Kim’s committee that will be making the event with the- 
ll. Dakshatha: Yes.  
mm. Tony: Okay.  
nn. Briana: Can we send it sent out through Mongoose? You know how we get text messages? Can we 

just send out the code? Here’s the link, you can register to vote, registration day is September 
24th.  

oo. Kim: It’ll be my committee and the nonprofit. USG is going to be working with Model UN and 
maybe ECO Club so we have a bigger presence because Eric said ideally at least 20, so that’s a big 
deal. We’re reaching out to as many people that want to.  

pp. Robert: Did you need Campus Affairs help in any way, shape, or form? 
qq. Kim: Yeah it’d be great. The more volunteers the merrier.  
rr. Dakshatha: Wanted you guys to know it’s September 24th 12:30pm-2:30pm. We expect as many 

people there as possible. The more people there are, the more people we can register.  
4. Tony Chen | VP of Student Affairs 

a. Tony: Today we finished the ice cream event from Milk and Cream Cereal Bar. We have collected 
a total of 245 responses on the survey. I shared the poll with all the table members, so you can 



check your USG Baruch mail it’ll be the first email. Regarding the welcome week event, 
tomorrow we are going to have our Polaroid event. If you can, take your friends to the event. I 
might need help on Thursday, the MPR event. Whoever is free, come help. We starting to set up at 
3:30 in the MPR. Friday is Nugget event. If you can help, it would be great. After welcome week, 
the first event that I have planned to do is the bubble tea September 10th.  

b. Briana: Are we going to still do the google sheets for events so people know when events are? 
c. Joshua: Yeah. Especially, for the first month. It should be up by September. 

5. Robert Da Rita | VP of Campus Affairs 
a. Robert: I had my first committee meeting today during club hours. A lot of people turned out. 

Really proud that. They were really involved and helpful. The real reason I needed to talk to you 
was about Homecoming. I sent a document out to you guys with the official plan for 
Homecoming. The official day is September 19th. There will be a Spirit Week leading up to that 
day, September 16-18. September 16 will be a cultural day; that is the theme. There will be a 
cultural  Family Feud event that day from 6-9 in 2-125. Day 2 will be Baruch Pride Day, so there 
will be 2 events going on. There will be a club door decorating contest and the winning club will 
get a $250 cosponsorship from USG. The second event will be Drop the Mic event so it’s basically 
will be an open mic thing where people can like rap, sing, poetry, whatever they want. The winner 
will get most likely get fanny packs as a prize, and that will be happening Tuesday during club 
hours. I think it will be in room 3-215. Day 3 is Tie Dye Day. There will be a tie dye station we 
can tie dye bandanas and socks on the 2nd floor Bearcat Den from 12-2. Day 4 is the big day; 
Homecoming Day. September 19th is going to be jersey themed day. So you guys come in 
whatever sport jersey you want. There’s going to be 3 events, Pep rally which is going to be in the 
gym during club hours 12:30-2:30. There will be 8 clubs participating in 3 games, flag football, 
tug-of-war, and potato sack races. I’m ordering little trophies for them so the winning club will get 
a trophy. The second event will be a concession stand which will be on the second floor lobby 
from 3:30-4:30. There is going to be dipping dots, chocolate fountain and a candy bar. I’m still 
trying to finalize the candy bar idea because it was kind of last minute for me. The last event will 
be the MPR event which will be from 6-9pm. It’s going to be like a Dave and Buster style game 
night. There’s going to be a station with non-alcoholic beverages. There is going to be a lot of 
arcade games I'm pretty sure I placed in an order for like; Ski ball, a basketball hoop, darts, LED 
foosball, air hockey. There’s also going to be a trivia night sports ish related. There is also going 
to be a live entertainment portion. I already have 5 people who signed up to volunteer. I plan to 
keep it on 5 because there’s going to be about an hour on entertainment. I would like the table 
members to participate at these events as best as you can. If you can’t attend all of the events that 
fine. To be honest, I’m probably not going to be able to attend some of these because I have class, 
so I will be having my vice chairs step in taking control of most of these events. For me at least, 
wearing a shirt or something for each of those themed days to show some spirit and show that you 
are actually being involved because I tend to be a personal believer of when a group or 
organization host an event, it’s important for them to be involved in that event so that we can 
make the event seem like it’s actually important. If we don’t participate in our own event, I feel 
like that would look bad because, “oh if USG isn’t participating in their own event then why 
should we do it?” So, It would really mean a lot if you guys could help out with that and I’m pretty 
with marketing, if you can help out with that, too. I’m really trying to make Homecoming big this 
year.  

b. Kim: Do we have a calendar that we can put all that on?,  because i feel like i will forget.  
c. Joshua: We’re actually going to have a Google sheet. It’s what Briana was talking about before: 

the Google Docs Spreadsheet with all of our events for this coming semester and projected ones 



for the next semester, as well as the dates, times, and brief description of everything. That should 
be out by September 1st hopefully.  

d. Robert: Denise did send out an email to me for the clubs to sign up for the pep rally and the 
cultural Family Feud. If there is still space, if USG would like to make a team to compete in this 
pep rally, you guys can. Ideally, I would like clubs to be involved first so they get priority, but if 
there’s space, I’ll be happy for you guys to compete.  

e. Roshen: For those 5 people that you said you found for the entertainment portion, was there some 
sort of audition process or is it just people that volunteered. 

f. Robert: It was both, it was people that volunteered, but these people that volunteered, I’ve seen 
them perform before at events, so I trusted their talent for the most part. Sorry, yea.  

g. Denise: Did you check to see how many clubs have signed up yet? 
h. Robert: So we actually have 3 clubs sign up for the cultural family feud. ISO actually signed up, 

Richard. I’m pretty sure I’m capping it off at 8. The Pep rally nobody signed up yet.  
6. Sandy Dai | Chair of Marketing  

a. Sandy: Good evening, everyone. I still need to take photos in regards to marketing towards 
Homecoming. For a majority of you guys, I planned out 3 dates for you guys. One is Saturday, 
August 31st for 1pm. It will be located in Baruch College, but I would really prefer Sunday and 
Monday. Sunday, it would be September 1st after 12pm at Pier 17. As well as on Monday, Labor 
Day, so you guys should be free around that time after 11am at Pier 17. So I’ll be creating a poll 
for you guys and see which date a majority of your guys are free in and schedule. In addition, to 
that, we’ll be having a schedule to change our profile pictures for marketing to make it look 
coordinated. It would be on the week of September 8th to September 14th, the week before 
Homecoming. It would be in the order of E-Board on Monday, Vice Presidents on Tuesday, 
Chairs on Wednesday, Rep Sen leaders on Thursday, and the rest of the USG team on Friday.  

b. Marvin: If we already took the picture, are we good to go? 
c. Sandy: Yeah. It’s just for the people who didn’t take it.  
d. Roshen: It’s just for Homecoming? That’s the sole purpose of these photos? 
e. Sandy: Yeah.  
f. Basil: Attire? 
g. Sandy: Anything you would like. As long as it’s appropriate.  
h. Tam: Flex.  
i. Sandy: Anything you usually wear. Anything you’re comfortable with.  
j. Marvin: Like what Andres is wearing is fine.  
k. Roshen: You can wear the windbreaker, too.  
l. Joshua: Aye.  

7. Briana Staten | VP of Academic Affairs 
a. Briana: I finalized an event I was planning over the summer. It’s a transfer student meet and 

mingle on September 12th during club hours in room, I think, 5-160, 5-150 I’m not sure I have it 
down. I reached out to TSO. They’re having Kevin Taylor send out an RSVP list Thursday during 
club hours just so we can collectively see who’s coming. So I started reaching out to different 
offices and got their feedback. There are a could of offices who said yes to coming. They’re just 
going to be coming in and talking to transfer students about different aspects on campus. So I 
would like some USG presence there because I’m actually going to be late to the event because it 
falls on the Success Network. I didn’t know it was going to happen that way and my VC is also in 
Success Network, so we’re both going to be late to the event, so we need some assistance with it. 
So basically we’re all going to be there showing face for USG, showing them what we have to 
offer. The second portion of the event will take place during the same time during club hours. In 
order to get people in, I want them to have something they can get out of it, so we’re going to be 



doing headshots for the transfer students who do come to the event. They can get a raffle ticket or 
something and it would be on the 8th floor. I’ll need people to take headshots photos of them. It 
doesn’t have to be edited or anything. Just taking photos and then we can send it out. I’ll post it in 
the chat if you’re free to stop by.  

b. Dakshatha: Do you plan on having food and refreshments? 
c. Briana: Yes. I sent a budget over to Tam today.  
d. Joshua: Did you want to appoint people to take photos now? 
e. Briana: Yes actually. 
f. Joshua: What’s the date and what’s the time? 
g. Briana: Thursday, September 12th club hours 
h. Joshua: Who is available Thursday, September 12th club hours? 
i. *Volunteers: Marvin, Yaseen, Tony helping taking photos for the event* 
j. Dakshatha: Reach out to Lexicon. We’ve partnered with them in the past for headshot photos. So 

if people are professional photographers on the table who can’t really take photos, then ask 
Lexicon and we can do a joint event with them.  

 
Unfinished Business 

 
1. No unfinished business. 

 
New Business 

 
1. Nicole Pung | Executive Secretary 

a. Nicole: If there’s anything around the USG suite that you see needs to be prepared, especially in your 
rooms, or if you need any supplies, come to me. You can email me. You can text me. Everyone has my 
number.  

b. Marvin: Did you get the locker situation figured out? 
c. Nicole: I still have to talk to OSL.  
d. Gigi: I hear there’s a budget for buying decorations for our rooms. What’s the process for that? 
e. Tam: Because we have to incur some other expenses, for example air cannons. The budget I took it out 

from was from the budget I divided to you guys because it just falls under there. I’ll have to recalculate it 
and let you guys know how much you guys have left. There’s still the first month, I can still move money 
around. Give me an estimate in terms of how much your room will cost. Hard cap is $100.  

f. Aaron: So with the air cannon, we still have to incur the expense even though we didn’t get them.  
g. Dakshatha: We got them. The issue was public safety wasn’t okay with us using them until they inspected 

them. They’re here, but that’s why you didn’t see them at Convocation. You’ll see them at Homecoming.  
h. Damali: You can not use the air cannons. I’m sorry that you were misinformed, but fire marshall said 

under no circumstances can we use them. We can talk about this later. There’s a whole dissertation. There 
will be no air cannons.  

i. Dakshatha: Athletics has them, no? 
j. Damali: Athletics does not have air cannons.  
k. Tam: So we’re going to send them back and not incur this cost, right? 
l. Damali: I don’t know the return policy, so we do have to talk.  
m. Roshen: That includes Battle of Lex? 
n. Damali: Everything. He’s adamant. Even if athletes had one, now they will no longer have one.  
o. Taji: Did he give a short reason why? 
p. Damali: He gave a long, detailed reason why.  
q. Andres: Will that reason be available anytime soon? 



r. Damali: I can just- I mean, I don’t want to read the whole email. Just for the record, he’s the fire marshal. 
He has researched it and has said no. The chances of you guys arguing with your non-fire marshall 
expertise. I’m just going to manage expectations of you changing his whole profession.  

s. Tam: Let me just conclude new business about decorations. TLDR, I’m going to recalculate, let you guys 
know. Give me estimates right now. Hard cap is $100.  

t. Gigi: Per room or per person? 
u. Joshua: Per room.  
v. Tam: For now.  
w. Roshen: If we could get a full refund on those air cannons, how much were they again? 
x. Dakshatha: They were $1,400.  
y. Roshen: Whatever amount it was, we can either redistribute that back in the budget or we can find some 

other device in the same family.  
z. Joshua: Problem is, the check has already been cut and we got to figure out how we’re going to reallocate 

that stuff. We’ll give you an update on it. Don’t worry about it for now. That kind of stuff is for Tam. You 
guys shouldn’t be fixated on that.  

aa. Aaron: We checked with public safety before we got them, correct? 
bb. Joshua: Yes.  
cc. Aaron: So we were under the impression.  
dd. Joshua: Yes. It’s not our fault.  

2. Robert Da Rita | VP of Campus Affairs 
a. Robert: For the pep rally and concession stand, there will be no t-shirt cannons. Are we allowed at the pep 

rally and the gym to toss t-shirts into a crowd? 
b. Damali: I’m just going to double check for you.  
c. Joshua: Just so it’s on the record, at Convocation, we were throwing out t-shirts.  

3. Andres Aguirre | Representative Senator 
a. Andres: Just wanted to confirm, when we sign people up for the email list, they’re not going to be getting 

any specific emails to sign up for committees? 
b. Dakshatha: When we ask for emails, it’s to add to our mailing list. The mailing list has a weekly 

newsletter. Where we put all our events, if you have a committee that’s recruiting, you put your link in 
there, people can click it, sign up. It has everything related to USG in that newsletter. Depending on what 
Sandy chooses to do, it would usually I think send out on Sundays. So every Sunday, we get updated 
information with new events, different committee information, if a committee is having meeting. We can 
even put voter registration stuff in there.  

c. Andres: One of my suggestions is having a dedicated email so people can learn more about the 
committees and have a place to sign up. I was on the website. I don’t think enough people are on the 
website. I think we need a direct path to sign up for committees. I think it would be very important and 
very helpful to all of us if we had more people signing up, if they all got an email blast solely dedicated to 
sign up for a committee.  

d. Dakshatha: The mailing list has that. Like it would say “Chair of Clubs and Orgs. Here’s the committee 
link. Sign up here.” So if you want, we can ask Sandy to emphasis the committees for one of the 
newsletters so that we get more members in each committee. But personally, I think it’s a little redundant 
to send an email with just committees when the newsletter does the job for it. It has the names of the 
committees with the links necessary.  

e. Joshua: Just for clarification for the record, you would like to see a committees@usgbaruch.com? That 
kind of thing. You would like to see an email dedicated to making forms and inquires about it.  

f. Andres: As far as redundancy, I wouldn’t say it hurts to throw it in the mix one more time.  
g. Gigi: Were committee forms posted on Facebook this year? 
h. Dakshatha: They’re posted on the website right now.  

mailto:committees@usgbaruch.com


i. Gigi: Last summer, most of the people I know joined committees because they saw them on Facebook. I 
think it would be beneficial if they’re posted there.  

j. Taji: We should market the USG site more. I didn’t know USG had a website until I got involved in USG.  
k. Marvin: Thanks to Tony and I, on the survey that we took, we were able to get a better insight as to what 

apps students use the most. It seems like Instagram tends to be the most used social media. Maybe have a 
post for that specific committee and talk about what they do and have their link or QR code on that 
specific post. Just a suggestion to branch out that awareness for the committees.  

l. Kim: Despite the posting the committees on Facebook, I don’t know if it’s the nature of my committee, 
but I find that a lot of first year students, there’s a lack of them engaging. I like Andres’ idea, emphasizing 
the committees on an email. I’m trying to get some freshman.  

m. Yam-Yu: Do we have a QR code? I know for Convocation when we were doing presentations for the 
clubs, every club had their own presentation with the QR code.  

n. Joshua: For committees, it’s really totally up to the chair, whether or not they want a QR code. Whether or 
not they want to create an online link in general. It’s really up to how they want to run their committees. 
One of the things that could be collectively decided is, “Do we want everything to be electronic?” It’s up 
to the chairs.  

o. Tam: I think certainly having that option. People have phones these days. Everyone has a phone. They can 
scan it ASAP. Having the option is cool. You gave the example of presentations. It was kind of like an 
experiment and we did get some results, but it’s kind of uneven due to variable factors. Some clubs got a 
lot of sign ups. Some clubs got like- regardless you’re not going to expect 100 sign ups. You can expect 
around 50 or lower. In that sense, some clubs got a lot of sign ups and some clubs did not get any sign ups 
at all, but I think having that option is cool.  

p. Roshen: So each club has their own network of students. In terms of getting responses for these 
committees, if it’s possible, we can try to find some sort of way to mutually between clubs and USG 
where we would help advertise them and they would shout out our committees.  

4. Kim Kazdal | VP of Legislative Affairs 
a. Kim: Where are we with having a philanthropy committee? 
b. Joshua: That’s to be decided with people who are interested. You don’t have to be on the table to be a 

chair of a committee. It’s an ad-hoc committee. It’s by interest and whoever wants to step up and take that 
lead. We can talk offline more about it.  

 
Adjournment 

 
1. Motion to adjourn Senate Meeting #1 at 6:17pm PM. 17-0-0 


